Airborne Social Club
Northtown PO, Box 71034
9308 - 137 Avenue
Edmonton, Alberta T5E 6J8
OCTOBER 2013

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
The club had a busy year with preparations
for the 2013 Reunion. This year’s reunion,
as with previous years was a huge success
with 562 registered attendees throughout
the weekend’s activities. Emails, telephone
calls, notes and letters from those who
attended received by the president,
chairman, club and committee members
with compliments and glowing praise is a
testament to success. Thanks Bill Tremain,
his committee and club members, spouses,
partners, and friends of the club who made
this event memorable. Without your
dedication and support, this would not
have happened.
The club stood down after the reunion for
the months of July and August and began
again with a club BBQ followed with the
Annual General Meeting (AGM) on
September 9th. We had a good turn out for
this event with lots of food and libations on
hand. Thanks to Ben Murdock and his
helpers for organizing, setting up.
During the AGM it was confirmed the club
would continue on continuing with the five
year reunion cycle and adopted to hold a
50th Airborne Regiment Reunion here in
Edmonton in 2018. With this reunion,
being a special milestone event early
planning and preparations will be
underway shortly. Once dates and times
decided, we will make updated
announcements and reminders coming out
on a routine basis until the reunion date.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR JUNE
2018 FOR THE NEXT EDMONTON
REUNION
PETE SPENCER AWARD
As customary, during the AGM the Pete
Spencer Award was announced. This year,
on behalf of the Club I presented this year’s
recipient, Bill Shybunka with the award in

recognition for his dedication and
outstanding support to the Club and the
Airborne Brotherhood as a whole.
Congratulations Bill and thanks for all your
efforts.

CHRISTMAS PARTY 2013
This year’s Christmas party will be held at
the St Albert Legion, on November 30th.
Cocktails begin at 1800 hrs followed with
dinner at 1900 hrs. Music and dancing will
follow with door prizes and a planned night
of fun. Cost for this event will be $35 per
person. Tickets are available from club
members or by contacting Bill Tremain at
billit@telusplanet.net. Hope to see as many
as possible there again this year.
Art Brochu, President.
SECRETARY’S REPORT
I would remind all this is the time for your
membership renewals, $10 yearly. If you
have moved or had a postal or email
address change please let me know so club
correspondence can be sent to the correct
address. In addition, if you know of any
member who has moved or not receiving
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the newsletter contact Dave at (780) 4789172 or dr.paris@shaw.ca

This Airborne Trooper found his
home. ….Unknown

HOSPITAL MEMBER

REUNION 2013

As the club hospital member, I provide on
behalf of the membership notification of
known members who may have been
hospitalized or recouping at home. If you
know of anyone who may not be doing well,
please let me know so I can pass on to the
Club and at the same time provide
amenities as appropriate. Contact me at
(780) 457-0646 or ben.murdock@shaw.ca

As highlighted above by the president, this
year’s reunion was a renowned success
thanks to the hard work of many of our
members. As the 2013 Reunion Chair
would first and foremost like to thank the
club for sponsoring this reunion; my
committee, our spouses, partners and
friends of the club who without their
dedication and support would this reunion
would not have made it. Thanks folks and I
hope as many hands come forward for the
planning for the 50th, in 2018. Airborne, all
the way!

Ben Murdock, Hospital Member
LAST POST
No notices are included in this edition.

Bill Tremain, Vice President, and Chairman
of the 2013 Airborne Reunion
SIFFLEUR FALLS - THE 69TH
ANNIVERSARY OF D-DAY

MESSAGE FROM A FALLEN COMRADE

On the 6th June 1944, members of the 1st
Canadian Parachute Battalion parachuted
into Normandy, France, with the British 6th
Airborne Division. Despite heavy casualties,

My helmet, now a halo
Wings replace my chute
To fly amongst the eagles
No Soldier would dispute
No aircraft is needed
To take me to the sky
Your prayers from below
Have lifted me so high
My spirit is my engine
No need to refuel
No runway required
A rainbow’s edge will do
No need for maps or compasses
My angels are my guides
Their strength and love have gifted me
To soar the sky with pride
The heavens here are endless
My soul’s now free to roam
There is no need to cry my friends

the battalion reached all its objectives
holding off German attacks until the midAugust breakout into France. Sixty-nine
years later, surviving veterans of this
battalion gathered at the Cairn of the 1st
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Canadian Parachute Battalion (Airborne
Monument), located at the Siffleur Falls
Staging Area west of Nordegg, AB.
Supported by today’s veterans and those of
the Airborne Brotherhood Associations and
serving soldiers of B Coy (Para) 3rd Battalion
Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry,
families and widows of veterans, gathered
to commemorate D-Day and the 13th
Anniversary of the Dedication of the
Airborne Monument.

Holding a ceremony at the Airborne
Monument on any 6th June weather-wise is
like referring to a quote from Forrest Gump,
“You never know what you are going to get!”
In the past, we have seen rain, wind, snow
and, yes, even sunny days. Yet through
them all we paraded, attendances varied
but the ceremony was held. Thirteen years
without fail; thirteen years of respectful
dedication and remembrance, and so it was
on the 6th June 2013 as we gathered to pay
our respects and to remember.
Not like in June 1944, the day here started
with clear skies and whispery cloud
formations. With our gathering centred on
the David Thompson Resort, the soldiers
departed very early for the ascent up Mt Ex
Coelis’s Normandy Peak. A small cairn
exists here as well, built on previous climbs
it serves as a place to hold a small
ceremony before descending down to join

the parade. Overlooking the Cairn site, the
mountain itself serves as a “guardian” for
the Cairn. Majestic on a sunny day, it has
become a fantastic experience for the young
soldiers of today who have taken the
challenge and succeeded in reaching the
top.
Of particular note this year was the
participation by three Army Cadets from
the 2551 (PPCLI) Royal Canadian Army
Cadet Corps in Edmonton and their civilian
instructor who accompanied the Regular
Force paratroopers on this climb and also
made it to the top. The fact they all made it
down the mountain in time for the parade
is a clear display of courage and stamina
considered traditional in the historical
character of the Airborne Soldier.
Like weather, another aspect of these 6th
June ceremonies is you never know how
many will attend until the parade starts.
This year was no different. With only about
50 registered at the David Thompson Resort,
attendance expectations were not optimistic.
Then the bus arrived from Edmonton with a
load from the Airborne Reunion and now we
had a parade! With others joining us via
personal travel, our numbers soon
exceeded 125. Considering the location of
the monument, it was a good turnout.
Incredibly, we had 10 original members
from the 1st Canadian Parachute Battalion
on parade, and, proud as they are…they
never sat down.
The ceremony itself followed our usual
format, a program style like a
Remembrance Day Ceremony. The troops
marched on under Command of Captain
(Ret’d) Gord Carter CD, the Colours formed
in place and under the direction of MajorGeneral (Ret’d) Herb Pitts, MC CD,
Battalion veteran The Honourable Russ
Dixon of Calgary received the General
Salute. The Regular Force Guard
Commander, B Coy (Para) 3rd Bn PPCLI was
Captain Dave Ortt. The Bugler Janine Earl
from Rocky Mountain House played all the
National Anthems, Last Post and Reveille.
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While our Piper, Lieutenant-Colonel (Ret’d)
JL Moffat, OMM CD did the Lament. Our
Padre Major (Ret’d) Mark Sargent
conducted the Invocation and Prayers.
After the silence, tributes, and readings,
wreaths were placed at the monument in
memory of the fallen. In the warmth of this
mid-afternoon there was an observance and
stillness on the parade and in the crowd…a
feeling of solemnity. It was a bit
awesome…and we were there.
After the colours retired and the parade
dismissed we held our usual post-parade
photo op session. Collectively to start in
groups and then individually, as many had
never been to the monument, or seen the
mountain. A few took time on this
beautiful day to stroll down the trail to the
suspension bridge over the North
Saskatchewan River, now named after Cpl
Fredrick Topham, Victoria Cross winner
from the 1st Canadian Parachute Battalion.
In fact, this was the only Victoria Cross
awarded to members of the 6th Airborne
Division during WW II.
After this, we all headed back to the David
Thompson Resort for a post parade
reception and evening BBQ. Here the
memories of previous years, including war
stories filled the air as the friendships and
camaraderie prevailed as if we had never
been apart. Sadly, the busload from
Edmonton had to depart early but the
remainder continued the discussions into
the night. Veterans of all era’s and their
families mingled with the young regular
soldiers of today, an experience for them, a
bond for all of us to remember once more.
The say all good things must come to an
end, so it is with a feeling of sadness that
the 69th Anniversary of D-Day gathering at
Siffleur Falls is over. Our thoughts now
turn to next year and what it will bring. It
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will be the 70th Anniversary of D-Day, a
very significant milestone. It is an
undeniable fact that the numbers of
original WW II veterans are diminishing
each year, indeed, daily now. So, when we
think of the future of this D-Day Ceremony
at the Airborne Monument, and our
responsibility to continue to hold it, we as
members of the Airborne Brotherhood who
follow and are left have two choices. We
can say yes and continue to organize and
hold the ceremony. Or we can fail in our
responsibility to those who went before us.
Are we going to fail those who gave so much
in sacrifice and earned the quote from the
creed, “What manner of men are these who
wear the maroon beret?” I would hope
collectively we would not fail.
The 6th June 2013 will go down as one of
the best ceremonies in the past thirteen
years. I look forward to seeing many of you
again next year. Airborne!
Capt (Ret’d) Bill Dickson, CD
2013 MC/D-Day Ceremony Coord
CANADIAN AIRBORNE MEMORIAL
CAIRN PROJECT – UPDATE
With the recent dedication of Perron-Berger
Park and the Sod Turning Ceremony for the
Cairn, which all took place at the end of
this year’s Airborne Reunion, a quantum
leap in our progress was made. The event
signalled a positive and practical start to
the Cairn’s completion, which has a target
date of August 2014.
Our application to VAC under the
Community War Memorial Program
requesting financial support is still alive!
Our submission has gone through the first
review and has now gone forward for
ministerial approval.

While success in this area will solve any
financial needs to complete the project, our
own fundraising efforts have been very
successful to date and continue.
We have had generous contributions from
the City of Edmonton, ARAC, Bornewest,
housing builders in Griesbach, private
donations, the AB Social Club and C Coy, 1
Cdo, members from the early CAR Days.
Most significant was the Memorial Coin
project initiated by Joe Drouin and run
through ARAC. This project has been
extremely successful and continues to bring
in funds for the Cairn project. Coins can
still be ordered thru Joe, or from us here in
Edmonton thru Bill Dickson. A well-made,
well designed and numbered coin, if you
haven’t seen it contact Bill for more
information. At $25 a pop, it is a great way
to support the project and get a magnificent
souvenir in return.

keep you informed on this progress through
the Newsletters.

Finally, plans on signage continue to be
reviewed as to the best solution to fit the
Cairn design and will be incorporated into
the wall wing structures on completion.
Information on the Cairn and the Donor
plaques will be of the format maintained by
Canada Lands throughout Griesbach
Village and placed at the Cairn walkway
entrance.
Accordingly, the Canadian Airborne
Memorial Cairn Project Committee is
seeking your financial support and a
donation would be greatly appreciated. All
donations will be recognized on a Donor
Honour Roll to be distributed at the
Memorial dedication ceremony. In addition,
all donors contributing $1,000 or more will
have their name inscribed on a plaque
placed at the Cairn site.

Concerning construction, we are hoping the
pilings for the Cairn will be in place before
the fall freeze up. Because of the situation
down south in the Calgary area, many
difficulties in getting Call One in for the
survey have been encountered by G&M
Stone Masonry Ltd, our contactor who will
build the Cairn. It is presently causing a
start delay. However, if we succeed here,
we hope to have much of the concrete base
area laid down at the same time. We will

Please make your donation payable to,
Canadian Airborne Memorial Cairn Project
Mailing address:
Canadian Airborne Memorial Cairn Project
PO Box 414
St. Albert, AB T8N 7A2
If you need further information, or have any
questions about the Memorial, please
contact:

5

B.H. (John) Johnston, Canadian Airborne
Memorial Cairn Project Committee
Phone: 780-489-4270 / Email:
brianhj38@gmail.com
PERRON-BERGER PARK DEDICATION
AND SOD TURNING CEREMONY

On Sunday, June 9th, 2013 a dedication
ceremony and sod turning was held in the
Village of Griesbach, former Griesback
Barrack Married Quarters Site. The park,
named in memory of PARA J.L. GILBERT
PERRON and PARA J.J. CLAUDE BERGER,
two paratroopers of the Canadian Airborne
Regiment, killed in 1974 during the
Regiment’s tour of Cyprus.
Canada’s lengthy mission on the divided
island of Cyprus became a symbol of the
nation’s peacekeeping; but peace, no less
than war, demands a heavy price.
Between 1964 and 1993 twenty-eight
Canadians died keeping peace between
Greek and Turkish Cypriots. Among them
were Paras Gilbert Perron and Claude
Berger, both members of the Canadian
Airborne Regiment.
The mission faced its greatest test in the
summer of 1974, shortly after the Airborne
began its six-month United Nations rotation.
On July 15th, a Greek-backed coup
overthrew the island’s government in
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Nicosia. Five days later, Turkish fighter jets
supported an invasion by amphibious,
heliborne and paratroop forces. Fighting
between Turkish forces and Greek National
guardsmen erupted along the entire
ceasefire zone and much of Northern
Cyprus, trapping UN Forces in the middle
of a pitched battle. Fortunately, an uneasy
ceasefire developed within days. The
Airborne’s tour of duty was extended by
three months because of the increased
hostilities.
On the evening of August 6, 1 Commando
was tasked to investigate a reported
ceasefire violation. Turkish soldiers had
been seen moving wire and flags in an
attempt to stake out more ground before
the UN ceasefire committee could establish
a new line of demarcation. Just100 metres
from the Canadian barracks, the
investigation officer’s vehicle was stopped at
a Turkish checkpoint. As the officer
stepped out to speak with the Turkish
sentry, his driver-Para Perron was shot
twice in the back by a nearby military
sniper. Perron was flown by helicopter to a
British military hospital, but he died during
transport.
Less than a month later, on the evening of
September 10, Para J.J. Claude Berger was
killed while on a humanitarian patrol.
Berger and two colleagues had gone to
collect fodder to attack animals trapped in
the “no-man’s land” of the ceasefire zone.
The patrol encountered a Greek Cypriot
checkpoint near Nicosia. When they turned
their vehicle around, the guardsman likely
mistook Berger’s UN vehicle for a Turkish
one and opened fire, striking Berger in the
back of the head. His death was a tragic
misunderstanding.
Perron-Berger Park is named in honour of
all member of the Canadian Airborne
Regiment who served on the UN Mission in
Cyprus.

AIRBORNE SOCIAL CLUB (EDMONTON)
KIT SHOP
The Social Club has airborne related items,
such as ball caps, t-shirts, mugs and
accessories available by contacting the CQ,
Larry Lukaniuk at (780) 459 6930.
TAILGUNNER MILITARIA
Bill Dickson our resident military items
entrepreneur is well supplied with an
assortment airborne items, clothing, books,
prints and associated items of interest to
the airborne soldier, past and present.
Following kit items are available, some in
limited quantities, at Reunion reduced
prices.

Don’t forget we have the Canadian Airborne
Memorial Cairn coins being sold in support
of fundraising for the Cairn Project! And
there is more…just ask!
PRICES ON REQUEST... For information
contact Bill Dickson abn339@shaw.ca or
780-459-0947.
NEWSLETTER PUBLICATION
The Club welcomes airborne stories and
original contributions to our newsletter.
Articles may be submitted to me at
dr.paris@shaw.ca or postal to the Club
Secretary. Published for and/with your
cooperation and support, Dave Paris.
PHOTO GALLERY
















AB T-Shirts, Wings and Cdn AB
Regt Variants, most Sizes.
AB Sweats, Large Wing, Limited
Sizes
AB Hoodies, Large Wing. Only
Limited Sizes
AB Brotherhood Ball Caps, Black
with Para Wing
AB Ball Caps Maroon with Vets Can
Still Kick Ass Patch
AB Belt Buckles, Western Style,
Many Unit Variants, I Cdo, 2 Cdo,
2PPCLI Recce…Also Made To
Order!!
AB Decals – Cdn AB Regt, Para’s
Never Die, Pegasus, Etc
FSSF Decals
AB Lapel Pins, wings, Cdn AB Regt
Badge, Ex Coelis, X-Flags
Striker Rescue Knives with Airborne
and Para Wing Embossed. Limited
Edition
Airborne Books, In Search of
Pegasus, Into the Maelstrom Cdn AB
Wings and Para Badges, 1 Can Para
War Diary, etc
Limited Edition Prints At Cost
Plus 15%: Eight Minutes After
Midnight, OP Varsity, Pegasus,
Night Raiders Of Anzio, Airborne
Sunrise.

Reunion 2013 photo gallery can be found
through the following link:
http://photoshare.shaw.ca/gallery/dr.paris/
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