
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
EDITOR’S MESSAGE 
 
As always, we look forward for any article, and/or 
photos you may have as it relates to airborne life, past 
or present.  Thanks to all those who contributed, and 
to others we always welcome your submission. 
 
HONOURS AND AWARDS 
 
On January 18th, 2024 immediately following our 
monthly meeting, the Club was fortunate to be witness 
to a special medal presentation to our very own, Bill 
Dickson.  With Bill being a citizen of St Albert, the St 
Albert Gazette took special interest in this 
presentation, journalist Anna Borowiecki was present, 
did interview with Bill and published the following 
article in the Gazette. 
 
EX-PARATROOPER RECEIVES 
KING CHARLES III CORONATION MEDAL 
 By:  Anna Borowiecki, St Albert Gazette, January 30, 2025 

 
The Canadian Airborne Forces Association (CAFA) 
received ten King Charles III Coronation Medals to be 
presented to deserving members of CAFA. One 
member of the Airborne Social Club (Edmonton) was 
selected to received of these medals. 
 
Capt (Ret’d) Bill Dickson was nominated by a selection 
committee for his exemplary service to the Airborne 
brotherhood.  

 
One stand-out event highlighted Dickson’s ongoing 
volunteerism at Siffleur FaIls to promote the Airborne 
monument was cited. 
 
 

 
 
 
Col (Ret’d) Bill Fletcher presented the medal to 
Dickson on Saturday, January 18th at the St. Albert 
Legion. A packed room of veterans and their families 
cheered Dickson for his leadership and hard work in 
maintaining the Airborne legacy. 
 
“From the beginning, I felt quite humbled. You pat 
yourself on the back, but the reality is that a lot of 
people helped. It’s quite an honour – 10 awards that 
span Canada and in that sense I feel humbled. And 
considering the weather, I was happy to see a number 
of members there,” said Dickson. 
 
Fletcher, who became good friends with Dickson after 
a Germany posting in 1971, stated, “Bill is hard to 
describe, he is totally dedicated to helping in the 
Airborne and keeping the legacy of the Airborne Forces 
in Canada alive. He is tremendously hard working, 
well-spoken and does not shy away from challenges or 
opportunities. 
 
Originally from New Westminster, BC, Dickson joined 
the 2nd Battalion PPCLI in 1957 at the age of 18. The 
battalion was the first pre-recruit platoon to reside at 
the newly designed Griesbach Barracks. 
 
“We came in a week before they put the locks on the 
doors and you could see the pig-tail shavings still on 
the floor,’ Dickson said. 
 
By 1966, the young soldier transferred to Canadian 
Intelligence where he would subsequently be posted to 
Germany, Cyprus and other hot spots. When the 
Canadian Airborne Regiment was formed in 1968, 
Dickson, as an experienced paratrooper joined the 
Regiment where he served until 1977. 
 
He served for 37 years in the Canadian military before 
retiring to St. Albert in July 1993 with his beloved wife 
and three children. As a tie-in to his military career, 
Dickson opened Tail Gunner Military, a local shop that 
sold military memorabilia, medals, badges, posters, 
paintings, non-fiction books and portable military 
equipment. 
 
Through the 1990s and the early 2000’s, the retired 
jumper also volunteered his time collecting the War 
Diaries of the 1st Canadian Parachute Battalion, now 
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part of Ihe Pegasus Archive War Diary Collection. He 
also assisted researching documentary interviews for 
Paratroopers – the Canadian Story. 
 
But it was his continued volunteerisrn at Siffleur Falls 
with retired Lt Norm Toseland that earned him a large 
degree of respect throughout Canada. Toseland was 
part of the 1st Canadian Parachute Battalion in July 
1943 and remained active in the Battalion’s Association 
after the war. 
 
In 1982 Toseland represented 1st CANPARA 
Association at the dedication of a cairn erected in 
memory of the battalion’s war efforts in France.  The 
Sylvan Lake resident formed the idea of having a 
mountain in the Rockies named in memory of the 
battalion. He successfuljy lobbied the provincial and 
federal governments.  A five peaked mountain near the 
Kootenay Plains on Hwy. 11 was renamed Ex Coelis 
(Out of the Clouds).  Unfortunately, Toseland died in 
2000 shortly before the monument’s dedication at 
Siffleur FaIls. 
 
Dickson took it upon himself to keep the legacy alive. 
 
“It’s important because the Airborne is referred to as 
unique in the military world.  Paratroopers are at the top 
of the class, the best of the best.  From a a military career 
perspective, it was one of the best and most important 
times I had. 
 
KING CHARLES III MEDAL RECEIPIENT  
 
ART BROCHU…Club member, Art Brochu on 
November 30th, 2024 was presented with the King 
Charles III Coronation Medal by Gerald Soroka, 
Federal Member of Parliament, who represents his 
constituency of Yellowhead. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art is a tireless advocate for cancer research has 
dedicated his life to serving others.  During 2024, Art at 
80 years old, cycled 2000 km across Alberta, raising 
awareness and funds for Community Cancer Centres 
while inspiring hope for patients and their families.  

This was Art’s second major cycling tour, ten years 
earlier Art cycled 9500km across Canada to raise 
funds for the Children’s Wish Foundation.  Art is a 
dedicated volunteer with the Lions Club, serves on his 
church board, and continues to uplift those around him 
with his positive attitude and encouragement.  
Congratulations, Art, on this well-deserved recognition 
and thank you for your incredible contributions to 
Alberta and Canada. 

KING CHARLES III MEDAL RECEIPIENT 
 

 MICHAEL BERRIDGE…Club member 
Michael Berridge was one of several 
Army Navy Airforce Veterans 
Association of Canada (ANAVETS) 
members to receive the King Charles III 
Medal during a ceremony conducted in 
Sherbrooke, Que on September 7th, 
2024.  Michael has been a dedicated 
and active member of AVANETS Unit 99 
Sherwood Park for more than 22 years, 
serving and leading numerous club 
committee and executive positions.  He 
has also held senior positions within 
AVANETS including the 2nd VP of the 

Provincial Association and President of the Sherwood 
Park Unit.  Michael’s dedication to AVAVETS, his 
community and Canada has earned him the honour of 
receiving this medal.  Marc Alexandre Fonda, Political 
Attaché to Madam Marie Claude Bibeau, Minister of 
National Revenue, made the presentation. 
 
A presentation photo was not available at time of 
printing. 
 
SOVEREIGN’S MEDAL FOR VOLUNTEERS 
 

FRED GOLDRING an active and 
valued member of the Club received 
notice from the Canadian Chancellery 
of Honours advising he has been 
awarded the Sovereign’s Medal for 
Volunteers.  This honour recognizes 
Canadians who have made a 
significant sustained and unpaid 
contribution to their community, in 
Canada or abroad.  Fred definitely is 
one who has met this criterion. 
 
A particular quote from the 
announcement reads: Quote - “Fred 

Goldring has an extensive background in the 
Canadian Forces.  He has devoted a significant 
amount of time to validating the service of 'Patricia' 
soldiers in the PPCLI, tracing back to the year 1914.  
In addition, he has played a pivotal role as a secretary 
and treasurer, overseeing the financial records of the 
local chapter and offering valuable recommendations 



for military-related donations, underscoring the 
importance of his financial contributions.”  Unquote 
 
As a valued member of the Airborne Social Club 
(Edmonton), Fred over the years has provided 
exceptional service to the club and the Airborne 
Brotherhood as a whole, as a historian of Canadian 
paratroopers, appointments and Units. 
 
Fred has been advised formal presentation of this 
honour will be made with a date to be confirmed. 
 
KING CHARLES III CORONATION MEDAL 
AWARDED TO WWII VETERAN ED MARSHALL 
This article was taken from previous articles, published by 
Samantha Winnicki, Toronto, ON 

 
WO Adam Winnicki and Ed Marshall with a photo from 
their charity jump for SickKids. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 1st, 2025 marked a momentous day for 101-
year-old Canadian WWII veteran and paratrooper Ed 
Marshall who was awarded the commemorative King 
Charles III Coronation Medal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last spring, Marshall launched a fundraiser for The 
Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto titled THE 100 
YEAR JUMP, pledging to complete a tandem skydive 

and aiming to raise one thousand dollars for every 
year of his life. 

 

On July 12, 2024, history was made when Ed 
Marshall, a 100-year-old Canadian paratrooper, went 
skydiving to raise money for SickKids Hospital. 

 
In tandem with his airborne brother, 37-year-old 
Afghanistan veteran WO Adam Winnicki; Ed bravely 
jumped from 13000 feet becoming the oldest person 
to tandem skydive in Canadian history and raising an 
incredible $105,000 for SickKids. 
 
The medal ceremony took place in the Sunnybrook 
Veterans Centre to an audience of family and 
members of the Canadian Armed Forces.  The 
Coronation Medal was presented by Lieutenant-
Colonel Scott Moody, Commanding Officer of 3rd 
Canadian Ranger Patrol Group.  
 
Sitting next to Marshall was WO Adam Winnicki, 
paratrooper in the Queens of Rifles and tandem 
instructor on Ed's skydive.  Marshall, who stood to 
receive his medal, graciously thanked his donors and 
everyone who has supported his dream to return to 
the skies after nearly 80 years. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PETE SPENCER AWARD RECIPIENT 2024 

 
The club, on an 
annual basis 
recognizes and 
presents The Pete 
Spencer Award to a 
member who during 
the year has been 
singled out for their 
dedication and 
support to the club 
and the airborne 
brotherhood.  This 
year’s recipient was 
Bill Dickson.  The 
award is normally 



presented during the Annual Christmas function, 
however as Bill was out of the country during this time 
and unavailable for the presentation.  Club President 
Michel Crepeau subsequently presented Bill with the 
award during the December 2024 meeting. 
 
MY INTRODUCTION TO THE BATTALION 
SUBMITTED BY:  DAN BLUNDEN 
 
It was in the spring of 1973, I had just graduated from 
the Scottish Infantry Depot.  My platoon reported to 
our Bn, the 1st Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders 
stationed just outside of Edinburgh, at Camp Ritchie.  
The Bn had been preparing all spring for Trooping the 
Colours and presentation of new Colours by Her 
Majesty the Queen.  Being the newbies none of us 
was slated to be on the parade.  However, we were 
not going to be left out of the special occasion, there 
were many other duties that needed to be carried out. 
 
The Queen and Prince would be staying at 
Holyroodhouse, her palace and royal residence in 
Edinburgh where I was selected to be a member of 
the palace guard.  We rehearsed double sentry drill 
and standing at attention for long periods of time.  All 
fun stuff.  On the second day of rehearsals as we were 
being marched off to the guardroom, someone let out 
a loud scream and bellowed “GET THAT F#^$$&NG 
COLONIAL OFF THIS F#^$$&NG PARADE 
SQUARE, HE’S STOMPING AROUND LIKE 
F#^$$&NG DAVEY CROCKET”.  Turned out to be 
the RSM, Wee Jake Kennedy.  Being only a week in 
the Bn and already being known by the RSM was not 
a good thing.  Anyway, many other cool jobs needed 
to be done. 
 
After changing and putting on a much more 
comfortable camouflage uniform, I was dropped off at 
the back gate to the palace garden.  There, some of 
my platoon from the depot and some modular tents 
was set up in beautiful Holyrood Park.  A Cpl came out 
of the tent and told me we were there to keep people 
from trying to get over the wall or through the gate into 
Her Majesty’s garden.  I stowed my kit and sat around 
with the others waiting for some instructions. 
 
Holyrood Park is a beautiful and very popular place, 
lots of tourists and locals came by and we had lots of 
conversations with many of them.  Some local girls 
came by and saw what we were eating and they went 
home and came back with trays of sandwiches.  The 
day was great, good weather, nice people, and great 
scenery but still no actual instruction from the Cpl, in 
fact he had not come back out of the tent.  
 
In the early evening, an older gentleman stopped by 
and talked with us, he was a WWII veteran and he 
asked what we were doing and how long we would be 

staying there.  He couldn’t stay long as he was on his 
way to work.  He told us he was the night watchman at 
the brewery just down the road.  Things were going 
pretty good, then a police car pulled up.  The bobby 
got out and approached us.  He asked how it was 
going and said he had a gift for us from the night 
watchman, a gallon jar of beer.  This basically is 
where everything goes to shit. 
 
An hour or so later the bobby came back and asked if 
we needed more, which we did.  After a few more 
deliveries, the bobby was getting tired of being our 
bootlegger.  He asked if we had a bigger container.  
Well we did a 5-gallon water can.  Soon we were in 
possession of 5 gallons of beer.  Now we were in full 
party mode and the noise attracted more people, we 
were all smart enough to realize we couldn’t drink all 5 
gallons of beer by ourselves, so we agreed to share it 
with our new friends.  Still no sign of the Cpl. By now 
we had a full swing party going on, people coming and 
going a great night.  Well, all good things come to an 
end and first thing in the morning as I laid on the 
ground outside the tent trying to clear my head I saw 
this tall, well-dressed man in a tweed suit approaching 
us.  I had no idea who he was but Oh shit!  I then 
recognized the shorter man following him. 
 
This was how I was introduced to the CO.  The area 
around the tent was strewn with passed out soldiers 
and civilians.  The RSM was furious to say the least.  
The Cpl even came out of the tent.  Turns out, he 
wasn’t in there alone and she wasn’t even in the army.  
We cleaned up the site and soon we’re replace by a 
section of well turned out soldiers.  Turns out there’s a 
lot of real dirty, crappy jobs that need to be done to 
keep the Bn operating. 
 
The Cpl got busted and always had a hate on for all of 
us, as if it was our fault.  Unfortunately, for me the 
RSM always remembered me.  That was my first week 
in the Bn and the start of my illustrious career. 
 

LAST POST 
 
This edition may have missed 
notices of departed comrades, 
wives, or partners who passed 
since last edition.  We endeavour 
to acknowledge all who may have 
passed, regretfully full details are 
not always known or available. 

 
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning 

We will remember them. 
 

Laurence Binyon, 1914 

 



WILLIAM (ROY) WITTRUP (JULY 1942/JULY 2024) 

 
Although not a paratrooper, 
Roy was an airborne 
brother at heart.  He was a 
continuous member of the 
Airborne Social Club 
(Edmonton) virtually since 
the inception of the club 
and would often participate 
in the club’s activities. Roy 
passed away July 1st, 2024 

after a lengthy illness and hospital stay.  Roy is 
survived by his loving family; daughter and primary 
caregiver, Christine, daughter Kim and family, sister 
Marianne and family, brother Rick and family.  He was 
preceded in death by his parents, Michael and 
Marguerite, son Terry, and other relatives and friends. 
 
CPL (RET’D) TED COLE, CD - 1ST CANPARA 
 

One of the last surviving 
members of 
1CANPARA departed 
this life.  Cpl Ted Cole 
(A Coy 3 Pl) died on 
September 4th, 2024.  
His life was full of many 
accomplishments.  He 
joined the Battalion in 
1943 and was on the 
first Canadian run Basis 
Para course at Camp 
Shilo in September of 
that same year.  He 
joined the Battalion and 
participated in all major 
engagements including 
D-Day,  The Rhine 

Crossing and the race to Wismar.  He carried a 
camera with him, which among other things allowed 
him to make a photographic record of some of the 
most poignant moments in the Battalion’s history.  At 
the end of the war, he remained in the Army as a 
member of the Postal Corps serving in Canada and 
Europe before his retirement. 
 

A memorial was held in his honour and memory in 
September 28th, 2024. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CWO (RET’D) MICHAEL BEDEL, CD 
MAY 31, 1943 – OCT 8, 2024 

Michael passed away 
October 8th, 2024 at the 
age of 81. 
 
Michael is survived by his 
wife of 25 years, Teresa 
(Teri) Bedel (nee Gillen), 
daughters Christine 
Brassor (Russ) and 
Margery Bedel, son 
Michael Bedel Jr 
(Michelle), 8 
grandchildren and 13 
great-grandchildren.  

Michael was predeceased by his mother Kathleen 
Alice Hannah Bedel (nee Saunders) and father Paul 
Napoleon Bedel. 
 
Keeping with Michael’s wishes, cremation has taken 
place; a celebration of life was held October 23rd, 
2024.  Michael’s ashes will be scattered at Siffleur 
Falls at the earliest opportunity.  
 
MWO (RET’D) EDWARD SKELDING, CD 
MAY 31ST, 1952 – NOVEMBER 30TH, 2024 

 
Edward William Skelding, 
a proud veteran, devoted 
husband, father, 
grandfather, and friend, 
passed away, November 
30th, 2024, at the age of 
72, after a brief illness. 
 
Born in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, Ed was the 
eldest of four children and 
raised in Edmonton.  He 
began his military career 

at 16, joining the militia before transitioning to the 
Regular Forces in 1969.  Ed served Canada with 
honour for over 39 years.  Postings included the FLQ 
Crisis in Quebec during the War Measures Act, and 
later 2 Airborne Commando.  Ed's postings spanned 
CFB Petawawa, CFB Lahr; Germany, CFB Calgary, 
CFB Wainwright, and CFB Edmonton, along with tours 
in Cyprus, tours in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia and 
others.  Ed was awarded the Queen's Golden Jubilee 
Medal in recognition of his significant contributions to 
the military, including ensuring the welfare of 
Canadian soldiers under his care. 
 
Ed is survived by his beloved wife of 50 years, Lil; his 
daughter, Lori; and his cherished grandchildren, Ever 
and Cash, who brought immense joy to his life. Sadly, 



also leaving behind his adored sister Tina, many 
friends, and his extended family who will remember 
him fondly.  He was predeceased by his parents; 
Cecil, and Frances; his sister, Leah; and his father-in-
law, Mike Kobylka. 
 
A celebration of Ed's life will be held in the spring of 
2025, welcoming his friends and family together, 
details will be shared when confirmed. 
 
PTE (RET’D) GEORGE J. SIGGS - 1ST CANPARA  

 
George Siggs (Surrey, BC) 
departed this world on 
December 29, 2024 at the 
age of 99.  George leaves a 
legacy remembered by 
family and friends.  In the 
soft embrace of 
remembrance, we recall the 
profound impact George had 
on those he encountered 

along his journey. Though George may have slipped 
beyond the veil of mortality, his essence lingers like a 
faint fragrance in the air, a lingering reminder of the 
beauty and complexity of the human experience. 
 
CPL (RET’D)  LORRIE STEPHEN BAKER 
SEPTEMBER 16, 1946 -JANUARY 6, 2025 

 
Lorrie was predeceased by his 
parents, Kay and Frank; his 
sister Marguerite; and his son 
Damon. He is survived by his 
wife Phyllis. 
 
Celebration of Life took place 
in Edmonton, January 24th, 
2025 with a large attendance. 
 
Rest in Peace Gunner, for you 

surely deserve it. 
 
REMEMBERING OUR DEPARTED 
WIVES AND PARTNERS 
 
Not only do we remember our departed airborne 
brothers and sisters, we also acknowledge the 
passing of wives and partners who, over the years 
stood by us as we ventured off to parts known and 
unknown.  Most often, they were mother and father, 
nurturer, educator and disciplinarian.  Many times 
these independent women moved themselves and 
families from one location to another during our 
absences.  Where would many of us be today if it 
were not for these stalwart women, and for that, we 
honour their memory. 
 

 
 
 
HILDEGARD DIETZ beloved wife and partner of 
Henry Dietz passed away august 4th, 2024 after a 
battle with cancer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The best things in life 
are the people we love, 
the places we’ve been, 

and the memories 
we made along the way 

together, as one. 
 
SUBMITTED POEM 
 
I came across the following poem written by Daryl 
Chipman sometime in the early 1980’s.  Daryl served 
in AB SVC CDO back in the day.  A well-written, 
thought provoking poem, enjoy and thanks to you 
Daryl for this submission. 
 
MY REGIMENT – THE AIRBORNE 
Warrant Officer Daryl Chipman 
 
Who, could ever forget the roar, 
Of leaping out of an aircraft door, 
That thrusting of limbs towards the sky 
That silent, breathless reverent ride 
The rush of ground, beneath one’s feet, 
The gasp as both earth and soul meet. 
 
Oh, such a short thrill, for all of our work 
But now to the task that no man can shirk 
For no sooner than canopies are rolled up and packed 
And while the dust is still falling from our backs 
We are here to fight, as best can be, 
So off we go to keep our nation free. 
 
We are born from a dream, over forty years old 
From another time, from the last world war 
The need was there, for a talent unique, 
Of an elite special trained, light infantry team 
Who could parachute into the turbulent stream 
To stem an aggression, with its edge of so keen. 



 
So from One Can Para, the anvil was struck, 
A metal so forged, and tempered, it struck 
To the enemy’s soul, it singed with the fear 
Knowing the “AIRBORNE”, soon would be the there 
But as peace was restored, the need it seem less 
For an Airborne Force, there seemed no more test. 
 
For many years, the force seemed diversed, 
But dedicated men ensured the dream was nursed 
Then in sixty eight, the force was restored 
And since that day, we have thrust from the doors. 
 
Since nineteen hundred and sixty eight 
In any job we never hesitate 
To respond to the challenge of blood and sweat 
To defend the cause, and in all we have met 
The best of all things that our country has asked 
And never have we failed in any given task. 
 
For all our training, we are fit as can be 
Our wings and our beret are there, for all men to see 
We are and we must always be the best 
For if we are not, we could fail our test 
So Airborne we are and Airborne we stay 
We will fight anywhere, be it night or day. 
 
For the weak at heart, for those that don’t understand 
Our muscle and sinew must meet all demands 
Yes, the ultimate fate is in all our hands 
For that love of freedom, in this truly special land 
Must never falter, if never can 
That’s why we are here, The Airborne might 
We will go anywhere to fight the fight 
 
The maroon beret and wings on our chest 
Tells one and all your one of the best 
No job is too big, no job is too small 
You train to fight, your wait for the call 
For when the world is ablaze, and locked in a storm 
An enemy force will fear the “AIRBORNE”! 
 
CYPRUS 2024 PILGRIMAGE 
 
I received an article from Col (Ret’d) Jim Holsworth on 
the Cyprus 2024 pilgrimage which is published in the 
Maroon Beret Magazine. 
https://www.canadianairborneforces.ca/maroonberet 
 
To quote Jim from the article “The Cyprus 2024 
pilgrimage to Nicosia, from 5 to 12 November, was a 
tremendous success”. 
 
This article is included below for those who do not 
have access to the website. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
MARTY CLAVETTE TURNS 90 YEARS YOUNG 
 
Marty Clavette, on October 24th, 2024 turned 90 years 
young.  In celebration of this special day, his 
daughters, Carol and Patsy’s held a birthday 

celebration at the St Albert Legion where many of 
Marty’s friends and acquaintances gathered to help 
him in celebration of this memorable day. 
Marty was excited, to say the least and in his normal 
fashion warmly welcomed and thanked all in 
attendance. 
 
VETERANS FOOD BANK (VEF) EDMONTON 
 

Airborne Social Club 
(Edmonton) over the 
years has been an 
active supporter of the 
VFB in volunteering, 
food and material 
collection and through 
financial support.  In 
addition to this, club 
members such as 
Michael Bedel’s 
wishes were, at his 

passing was to make a donation to the VFB in lieu of 
flowers or the sorts.  Donations received through the 
club, in memory of Michael Bedel was presented to 
VFB associate Ken Aseltine. 
 
SIFFLEUR FALLS, D-DAY CEREMONY 2025 
 
This year’s D-Day event at the Siffleur Falls Staging 
Area (1st Can Para Monument) is scheduled June 5th-
7th, 2025.  Actual ceremony will be held at the 
monument, June 6th, 2025.  As with past years the 
David Thompson Resort (DTR) has once again 
offered to be host accommodation and event location 
for this year’s activities.  The DTR has again offered 
an event packages for attendees. Accommodation 
prices listed below. 
 

https://www.canadianairborneforces.ca/maroonberet


When making booking ensure you advised the 
booking agent that will be attending the: 
Airborne Ceremony (Event Code AIR81) 

DTR Contact information and prices: 

 

Web Link:  https://davidthompsonresort.com 

Booking E-mail: booking@davidthompsonresort.com 

Toll Free: 1-888-810-2103 

Local Telephone: (403) 721-2103 

 
David Thompson Resort 
Box 17, Nordegg, Alberta, T0M 2H0 
Cline River on Highway 11 
42 km West of Nordegg along Hwy 11 
42 km East of the Saskatchewan River Crossing along 
Hwy 11 
 

 

Airborne Social Club (Edmonton) has been holding a 
paratroopers reunion, in Edmonton on a five-year 
schedule since 2003 with the last being 2023.  
Preparing for a large-scale reunion is no small feat; 
therefore, the club has begun initial talks with 2028 in 

mind.  The reunion is open to any/all paratroopers, 
former and current, regular and reserve, allied 
paratroopers whether or not they have served in an 
active parachute role or not. 
 
A calendar date yet to be established yet.  Information 
will be circulated as a timeframe and plans are put into 
place.  In meantime, mark your calendars for 
EDMONTON REUNION 2028. 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
 
Airborne Social Club (Edmonton) membership dues 
are $10 per year and runs January to December 
yearly.  In accordance Club By-Laws, once a 
membership reaches end-December paid-up period, 
that membership will have until end-June the following 
year to either renew or have their name placed on an 
inactive listing.  If you are unsure of your expiry date, 
please feel free to contact Dave for confirmation at: 
dr.paris@shaw.ca 
 
VETERAN RETIREMENT 
 
When a Veteran leaves the 'job' and retires to a better 
life, many are jealous, some are pleased, and others, 
who may have already retired, wonder if he knows 
what he is leaving behind, because we already know. 
 
We know, for example, that after a lifetime of 
camaraderie that few experience, it will remain as a 
longing for those past times. 
 
We know in the Military life there is a fellowship  
which lasts long after the uniforms are hung up 
and dust collects back of one’s closet. 
 
We know even if he throws them away, they will be on 
him forever and with every stride and breath that 
remains in his life.  We also know how the very 
bearing of the man speaks of what he was and in his 
heart still is. 
 
These are the burdens of the job.  You will still look at 
people suspiciously, still see what others do not see or 
choose to ignore and always will look at the rest of the 
Military world with a respect for what they do, only 
grown in a lifetime of knowing. 
 
Never think for one moment you are escaping from 
that life, you are only escaping the 'job' and merely 
being allowed to leave 'active' duty. 
 
So, what I wish for you is that whenever you ease into 
retirement, in your heart you never forget for one 
moment that you are still a member of the greatest 
fraternity the world has ever known. 

…Unknown 

ROOM 
CHARGES 

TTL 
W/TAX 

PER 
NIGHT 

Queen $189.73 
Based on double 

occupancy for 2 nights 
King $189.73 

Suite $223.42 

Extra 
Person 

$22.45  

Pet Charge $22.45 

15 Amp 
Power 
Only 

$55.16 

15 Amp 
Full 
Service 

$59.48 

ALL 
MEALS 

ALL 
MEALS 

MEET 
& 

GREET 
BBQ 

BKFST 
(1) 

Price $126.70 $36.90 $49.90 $19.95 

GST $6.35 $1.85 $2.50 $1.00 

Gratuity $19.05 $5.55 $7.50 $3.00 

TOTALS $152.10 $44.29 $59.90 $23.95 

https://davidthompsonresort.com/
mailto:booking@davidthompsonresort.com
mailto:dr.paris@shaw.ca
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Canadian Veterans’ Pilgrimage to Cyprus 
By MGen (Retd) Walter Holmes, Col (Retd) James Holsworth, Co-Chairs Cyprus 2024 Committee 

 
The Cyprus 2024 pilgrimage to Nicosia, from 5 to 12 Nov, was a tremendous success. 92 Canadian Veterans 
and their family members, plus Veteran Affairs Canada (VAC) national delegation of Veterans and officials, 
gathered to remember the contribution of Canadians over the 60 years of peacekeeping on the island. The 
program included site visits to the Buffer Zone, cultural excursions to see the island, a Cypriot panel discussion 
to understand Cyprus today, British and Canadian Remembrance Services and endless sharing of memories. 
 

Our Embassy in Athens, VAC, the United Nations Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP) and the Consulate in Nicosia were 
in full support, and the arrangements made by Special Travel International and the Hilton Nicosia were first 
class. Mr. Colin Stewart, a Canadian, Head of UNFICYP, and MGen Erdenebat Batsuuri, the Force Commander, 
joined the us for many of the activities, as did Karine Asselin, our High Commissioner to Cyprus.  
 
Four years of history collection and research, started by the late Col (Retd) John Joly, culminated in emotional 
visits along the Buffer Zone to recount the actions of peacekeepers since 1964, with a focus on the 1974 war. 1 
Commando Group was in the Nicosia sector during the Greek Cypriot coup d’état and subsequent Turkish 
amphibious landings and airborne assault near Nicosia. The remainder of the Canadian Airborne Regiment 
(CAR) reinforced from Edmonton prior to the Turkish second offensive which effectively divided the island.  
 
The CAR took many casualties, including two killed, Para Berger and Para Perron. The Regiment’s defence of 
key terrain, such as the Nicosia Airport, Ledra Palace and Central Prison, was credited for a ceasefire and 
arguably saving Nicosia. Emotions ran high, as many Veterans from 1974 recounted their stories 50 years later. 
 
British, Finnish and Swedish Veterans, who were also marking their contributions to UNFICYP over 60 years, 
joined the Canadians. The British Veterans and spouses added their experiences from the 1974 defence of the 
Airport and events at Dhekelia sovereign area. The Finns shared stories of their evacuation, by Canadians, 
under fire from Kykko Camp. All activities were recorded and, along with the many video interviews, will form 
the basis of a documentary of Canadians in Cyprus. 
 
Canadians attended the UK Remembrance Services at Waynes Keep and Dhekelia Cemeteries on 10 Nov, with 
the Canadian service held on the 11th in Wolseley Barracks. Organized by VAC, about 300 Canadian, UN and 
international officials, Veterans and soldiers attended. A contingent of Canadian soldiers were on parade, being 
on the island with a task force preparing for a possible evacuation of Canadians from the region.  
 
The Airborne connection! Maroon berets of 3 RCR Para Company, Veterans of the CAR and the UK 16 /5th 
Lancers, The Parachute Regiment, together honoured our fallen and Airborne legacy. Indeed, the 1974 war, 
unknown to many Canadians, was considered by many to be a battle honour never awarded to the CAR. 
 
The Cyprus 2024 anniversary plaque, honouring Canadians who served with UNFICYP over 60 years, and 
funded by the National Wall of Remembrance Association, was unveiled. It was the last of three memorial 
plaques, the prior two being dedicated 4 June 2023 in Edmonton and 8 May 2024 in Petawawa. They will 
remain as testaments to honour Canadian service in Cyprus for generations to come.  
 
The Cyprus 2024 pilgrimage was a success on many levels, not the least of which was the comradery and 
rekindling of memories of Canadian peacekeeping service and sacrifice in Cyprus. Misson accomplished! 
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British & Canadian jumpers, past and present 

Members of 3 RCR Para Company 

Cyprus 2024 participants Hilton Nicosia 

 

Cyprus 2024 Committee, Jennifer MacLeod VAC, 

UK Veterans 16/ 5th Lancers, The Para Regiment 

Rick Hatton, Staff Sgt Leduc laying 

CAFA wreath at Canadian cairn 

Flag from 1974 presented to Finnish Veterans at 

Kykko Camp by Archie Demers, Ron Bragdon 
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Plaque unveiled, Rick Hatton, 
CAFA, Walter Holmes, NWORA 

 

Mel Douglas & Clay Samis 

Jerry Robertson, Rich Hatton 

Doug Foreman 

Veterans on parade 11 Nov 2024 

Wolseley Barracks, Cyprus 

Greg Jensen, Paul Hale, Ray Romses 

Ron Hamilton, Jim Odgen 

Jerry Robertson, Brad Mills, Karl Ozols 


