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EDITOR’S MESSAGE
Where has our summer gone? As I was shopping
recently with my wife, I commented on how early
the stores want summer over with as they
Thanksgiving and Halloween and Christmas
stock on their floors, ready for sale. Hopefully all
had a great summer and your RVs are getting
readied for either the drive to snowbird country
or safely put away for next year’s adventures.
SECRETARY’S REPORT
In accordance with Club By-Laws and consistent
with the Societies Act, once a membership
reaches end-December for that year paid-up
period that membership will have until end-June
the following year to either renew or have their
name placed on an inactive listing, i.e. endDecember 2017/June 2018. Membership is
open to all paratroopers, former or current.
Membership dues is established at $10 yearly.
As the club secretary and membership
representative, I endeavour to keep our
membership contact information up-to-date.
Our normal method of contact is through email,
less mailing of cards. If you have moved or had a
postal or email address changed since last
contact please let me know so I can make
corrections. In addition, if you know of any
member who may have moved or are not
receiving the newsletter contact me at
dr.paris@shaw.ca
HOSPITAL MEMBER
The club hospital member, on behalf of the club
provides notification of members hospitalized or
at home recouping. If you know of anyone who
may not be doing well, please let me know so I
can arrange to visit and deliver hospital comforts
as appropriate. Ben Murdock at
ben.murdock@shaw.ca or (780) 457-0646.

LAST POST
This edition may have missed
notices of airborne brothers who
may have passed since last
publication. We do try to ensure
all announcements are
mentioned here. Regretfully
though full details of member’s
passing is not always known or
available for publication; while
sometimes the passing has not been made
known at all. If you know of a passing and think
we may not, feel free to send it to me with details
or a link so that I can send out on our net.
OSCAR JOHN JOSEPH LACOMBE
April 29, 1929 - August 1, 2017
On August 1, 2017
Oscar John
Joseph Lacombe
originally from St.
Paul, AB passed
away peacefully at
the age of 88 years.
He leaves to
mourn, his son,
Brian (Janice)
Lacombe,
granddaughters
Amanda, Dana
Lacombe,
grandsons Joseph,
Stephen Harvey, sisters Annette (Paul) Rondeau,
Mona Beaulieu, Elizabeth (Ken) Kilbreath, family,
friends and numerous nieces, nephews who all
called him Uncle. He was predeceased by his
wife Joyce, son Wayne, sister Lorna and brothers
Milo, Jack, Leonard and Albert Lacombe.
Oscar served 27 years in the military, earning
the rank of Sergeant Major. Oscar was the first
Métis Sergeant of Arms for the Legislative
Assembly and the last surviving Charter Member
of the National Aboriginal Veterans Association of
Canada.

MESSAGE FROM
A FALLEN COMRADE
My helmet, now a halo
wings replace my chute,
to fly amongst the eagles
no Soldier would dispute.
No aircraft is needed
to take me to the sky,
your prayers from below
have lifted me so high.
My spirit is my engine
no need to refuel,
no runway required
a rainbow’s edge will do.
No need for maps or compasses,
my angels are my guides,
their strength and love have gifted me
to soar the sky with pride.
The heavens here are endless
my soul’s now free to roam,
there is no need to cry my friends;
This Airborne Trooper found his
home. ….Unknown

2017 D-DAY CEREMONY - SIFFLEUR FALLS
In keeping with the practice of past years, Red
and I headed out on June 4th for the David
Thompson Resort (DTR) and the prep for this
year’s D-Day Ceremony at the Airborne
Monument, Siffleur Falls. We arrived early
afternoon and did a quick check on the
monument area to make sure the parking lot was
clear in front of the monument. In recent years,
it has become a problem that people would park
their vehicles in front of, or near the monument
which causes us a lot of grief when it comes to
the ceremony form up. Fortunately this year our
Alberta Parks people had barricaded off the area
in front of the monument as No Parking.
Thankfully, no worries this time!
We headed back to the DTR and made it in time
for Art and Beth Brochu’s renewing their vows
for their 50th wedding anniversary. For those of
you who know the area of the DTR Chapel, you
will identify with the setting here, magnificent
view. They had the table and archway set up and,
of course, many of their friends and relatives, as
well as a few early bird Airborne Assn members
gathered for the event. Thankfully, the weather
was holding as the skies looked threatening.

And this is where it gets interesting! For some
reason Art thought I had arranged to have the
Padre there for his ceremony. Yes, Padre Dave
Prouse was coming down for the D-Day
Ceremony but wasn’t at the DTR yet. So guess
who got to be an acting Padre and preside over
this renewing vows…you got it; amazing what
you get tasked to do once you’ve been a volunteer
MC for years. It was simple event, but really nice
and Art and Beth didn’t look any less excited
taking their vows this time as they did taking
their vows 50 years ago. But you know, I got a
feeling there might have been some higher power
objections to this acting Padre role, because soon
after at the Brochu’s trailer park celebrations the
skies did open up and it rained in the usual
fashion at the DTR….it poured. We soon
discovered it not only rained heavily but it
snowed in the high ground also. Back at the
room and contemplating what was in store for
the planned climb by the team up Normandy
Peak the next morning, it wasn’t a restful night.
Although, I admit a few brandy helped ease the
tension.
We headed off early to meet the Climb Team for
the 0730 hr RV at the Airborne Monument. By
the time we got there the clouds were starting to
lift and while the presence of new snow was
evident in many places, Mt. Ex Coelis was
reasonably clear. It was going to be a nice day
after all.
MWO George Parrott and his group from 3 Bn
PPCLI headed the Climb Team this year. They
were joined by the Army Cadets, a couple of
veterans and a granddaughter. After Padre Dave
Prouse blessed the ashes, the group departed.
With a total of 18 attempting the climb, it made
this the largest team to ever make the accent up
Normandy Peak, since we started this part of our
D-Day event at Siffleur. (See George’s write up in
the Newsletter on the climb for details.) It turned
out to be a successful climb and they added six
of our AB Brothers to the detail of the
“Guardians of the Monument”. An exhausted
but elated team arrived back at the monument at
1730 hrs. We all headed back to DTR in
preparation for the meet & Greet at the Bubble
Tent. Sadly, the Patricia’s had to go back to
Rocky where they were quartered.
The Meet & Greet took on its usual form with the
gathering of old acquaintances, huddled

conversations and laughter as memories, and
lively war stories were retold. It was good to see
the families of our fallen veterans attend. And
more so, 1 Can Para vets Russ Dixon and Lou
Lamy and our patron MGen (Ret’d) Herb Pitts.
The BC contingent of Rollie Keith and Al Currie
and their wives. Needless to say, always a
welcomed addition. Too bad we don’t get more of
our west coast AB Brothers out to this affair! Our
own Airborne Motorcycle members were
entrenched en masse, always good to see. The Kit
Shop was active and kept us busy most of the
evening. Claude Villeneuve and wife Annabelle
provided an excellent display of 1 Can Para and
para related memorabilia; including his new toy,
the WW II Welbike. It was another great evening
all around.
You couldn’t have asked for a better start for
June 6th. It was sunny, bright with snowcapped
mountains that enhanced the surrounding
setting which I, for one can never get enough of
this view. After breakfast we headed out to the
monument to set up for the ceremony. The DTR
workers brought out the chairs and flag poles.
The sound system was set up and tested,
wreaths were laid out in order of presentation,
and we were basically good to go. Once everyone
arrived and the parking got sorted out we began
the form up for the ceremony.
Our format hasn’t changed much over the years,
it‘s just getting used to the fact you never know
how many will be “On Parade” until it starts. I
was the MC again. CWO (Ret’d) Mike Bludd was
the Parade Commander; MWO George Parrott, 3
Bn PPCLI was the Guard Commander; MWO
(Ret’d) Colin Norris was the Piper and Sgt Martin
Walters from the Artillery Band our Bugler. Hugh
Conway took care of the Colour Party. 1 CPB
veteran Lou Lamy took the salutes and Padre
LCol (Ret’d) Dave Prouse did our invocations.
MGen (Ret’d) Herb Pitts did the tributes. After
the Airborne Prayer and the Last Post observed,
wreaths were laid. Once the announcements
were completed a special presentation to our
Patron Herb Pitts was done by Gord Carter and
Bill Tremain, who presented Herb with a
medallion bestowing him as an honorary
Airborne Gunner! This was followed with the
singing of The Queen, colours were retired and
after the parade fall out we gathered around the
monument for a group photo.

This year, we were honored to have Major Russ
Bailey, RAPTC (UK), OC Trails End Camp, HQ
BATUS, come up from Cochrane with his driver
Cpl Kamal Shrestha and join the parade. They
were accompanied by his wife Danielle and the
TEC Secretary, Sharron Bennett. Major Bailey
also laid the wreath in honor of the British 6th
Airborne Division. As he is para qualified, we
hope discussions over the coming year may lead
to attendance of a few more from the BATUS
organization on next year’s parade and Airborne
Reunion.
Also, Comrade Gerry Vercammen, President RCL
Branch #217 St Albert joined our Colour Party.
This was Gerry’s second trip to Siffleur; last year
he did the climb and was on parade immediately
afterwards. His presence is very significant as it
give this ceremony Royal Canadian Legion level
representation, for which we are grateful.
Attendance at our event by members of 2551
(PPCLI) RCACC, under supervision of their CO
Captain Stephanie Russell and CI Charles
Bernatchez, is a support bonus most of us forget
about. Not only do they act as Wreath Escorts
and stand the parade, they also participated in
the climb up Normandy Peak. This group of
Cadets has participated in our event for many
years now and their performance at all levels is
nothing short of par excellence! As a Club, we
need to understand how important their
continued participation in our D-Day event is,
and make sure we continue to support and make
it happen again.
It was great to see some of our members attend
albeit only for the ceremony. Gerry Vida came
up from Sundry and our faithful photographer
and producer of all things administratively
related, Dave Paris, down for the day. As I
mentioned early, it was great to see all the family
members of the fallen participate. I think their
visits become an import part of the overall event.
Needless to say, the BC members from
Bornewest and DZ VI complement our numbers
and we hope they continue to support this
annual event. The attendance by the Airborne
Motorcycle members has increased and now
adds a welcomed and unique touch to our
parade. And, of course we hope that support
from the Regular Force personnel, namely 3 Bn
PPCLI continues; we need them. What else can I
say!

It takes a lot effort and work to make this event
happen, to make it work. After 17 years and an
equal number of years at the helm, I’m always
amazed at how it turns out. The admin preps,
the bookings, the program staffing, the transport
of the sound system, the podium, the items for
the Colour Party, the wreaths, the hopes
unlimited we need – especially for weather; and,
then the event. In this regard, on behalf of all of
us, like to thank the staff of the David Thompson
Resort for their support and all they do for this
event. If they didn’t bring out and pick up the
flag poles and chairs for us, I can’t imagine what
the parade would be like then! FYI the DTR has
just been sold to new owners! Let’s hope the new
brooms are just as supportive to us as the past
ones. I understand most of the present staff will
remain which is good news.
I would be remiss if I didn’t acknowledge the help
and support I receive; indeed the Club receives
from my colleague Brent Sundby, known to most
of us as Red. A vagabond looking hippie to some,
Red has been a pillar of strength to me during
this event for many years as well as being a
trusted friend. He has worked his butt off in
support of this event and never asks for a
quarter; maybe a Canadian or two, but nothing
else. And for those of you in need, he’s also
become one of the finest medal mounting dudes
in the business!
In closing, I believe we need to think long and
hard about attending this event next year. The
2018 D-Day Ceremony at Siffleur will precede
the Reunion in Edmonton. It goes without saying
there are many decisions to make and plans to
think about here. So plan for it, reflect upon it
and just really get behind supporting the D-Day
event in 2018. You won’t regret it. I’ve said it
before…”the ranks of originals are getting very
thin…it’s up to us to fill the blank files!” Let’s not
let them down…Stay well, stay stable, Airborne!
Bill Dickson, Coordinator/MC
2017 D-Day Ceremony, Siffleur Falls
Editor Note: Two attendees at this year’s
ceremony were from the Netherlands; Martin and
Tinaka De-Waal. Although they were not initially
aware of the event they happened to be travelling
through the area and noticed the monument and
gathering. As we know the Dutch have a deep
respect for Canada and the role it took liberating

the Netherlands during WWII. Once noticed,
they were given the background behind the
ceremony, a program and cordially invited to
attend. From all accounts they were impressed
with the ceremony.
THE CLIMB UP NORMANDY PEAK
On the 5th of June 2017 five personnel from 3
PPCLI made their way to the Siffler Falls parking
lot to meet Bill Dickson and members of the
2551 (PPCLI) RCACC and their CI, to summit
Normandy Peak on Mt. Ex Coelis, and spread the
ashes of our fallen. Also joining the climb this
year was veteran Mike Muranetz and US Marine
veteran Matt Zoernig and daughter Alex (Norm
Greene’s granddaughter).
It was a perfect day for a climb, after the ashes
were blessed by Padre Dave Prouse and a quick
brief from MCpl Staudinger (3 PPCLI Complex
Terrain Operator) we started off with our 19
enthusiastic climbers to make the scramble to
the summit of Normandy Peak. It started off with
a nice pace over flat ground, 60 minutes into the
walk we made it to the creek bed and the start of
the accent. The group managed a nice and
steady pace and made it to the Cairn on
Normandy Peak by 1230 hrs. Once at the top
ashes were spread, and some inner thoughts and
prayers given for these men who served their
Country without question. It was a fitting tribute
for Canadian Warriors.
After a quick bite to eat, the group made its way
down to the parking lot, once there walking poles
and climbing helmets were turned in and
farewells given. From my perspective this is one
of those things that will always stand out to me,
speaking for all of the 3 PPCLI team that
participated this year we are truly honoured to
be able to participate in this event.
George Parrott
Master Warrant Officer, 3 PPCLI - Airborne
FLAGS OF REMEMBRANCE
Al Cameron, Founding Executive Director,
Veterans Voices of Canada has once again
organized a Flags of Remembrance ceremony to
be held at the Waterfront, Centennial Park,
SYLVAN LAKE, Alberta for October 7th.
Planned events and timings are as follows.











10:45 - All who will be forming to parade
are to gather at 10:45 to a soon to be
designated parade staging area and for
instructions.
11:20 - MC (TBA) welcomes all and
announces the band and to settle all into
place.
11:30 - Band begins and leads
procession of Veterans and other
personnel into place. Continues to play
until all those in parade and those who
will be raising a flag are in place in the
line of 128 full sized flags. We would like
mostly Veterans on the flags, but we will I
intersperse with EMT, RCMP, cadets, etc.
11:35 - O Canada sung by Jodie Leslie
11:40 - MC introduces guest speakers to
give a two minute speak. Last speaker to
be Allan Cameron to introduce Flags of
Remembrance and lead into the flag
raising.
Noon - Amazing Grace played and this is
the signal for our horses with Veteran
riders (two) on both sides to begin their
walk from west to east of the flag line as
flags are raised one by one as the horses
pass their flag. The horses will then stop
at the end of the flag line, hold position for
the playing of Last Post and Reveille.
Reading of the names of those heroes
listed and given tribute to on the hero
plaques.



Moment of silence-Reveille.



12:15 - Vintage aircraft flyover. Thank
you’s and good byes/end of day!

See attached links on Veterans Voice and a view
a previous Flag of Remembrance Event.
https://vetvoicecan.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VdeVMqr
6rRk&t=6s
PARATROOPERS REUNION EDMONTON
CANADA’S AIRBORNE LEGACY 1942-2018
Art Brochu, 2018 Reunion Chairman and
committee are in full swing on sorting out details.
Mark your calendars and plan on attending, as
the success of this will depend mainly on your
attendance. While planning has not been fully

cemented, below highlights activities in the
planning stages.
Activities are in their planning stages and
once they have been confirmed a detailed
activities agenda will be promulgated.
Reunion activities will be held at the
Edmonton Inn & Conference Centre. Onetime registration fee gains entry into all
activities.
The Reunion will follow the Annual D-Day
Ceremony activities, to be held June 5th-7th. A
formal ceremonial parade will be held June 6th
2018, approximately 1300 hrs at the 1 CAN
PARA (Airborne) Monument, Siffleur Falls.
Possible activities such as touring para training
facilities, viewing a para drop, visit to the rifle
ranges, golf tourney, tour through Village at
Griesbach, which houses military landmarks and
park areas dedicated to Land, Sea and Air Forces.
A special memorial ceremony at Griesbach’s
Perron-Berger Park and the Airborne Cenotaph is
being planned to end the weekend’s activities.
ACCOMMODATIONS
The Edmonton Inn & Conference Centre has
established a reunion rate of $129.00 per night
for the June 5th-13th inclusive. Any period prior
to or after these dates must be negotiated
individually with the hotel.
Edmonton Inn & Conference Centre
11834 Kingsway Avenue
Edmonton, Alberta T5G 3J5
Toll Free: 1-888-747-4114
Local Tel: 780-454-5454
Email: reservations@edmontoninn.ca
Other accommodations in the area:
Chateau Louis Hotel
11727 Kingsway Ave.
Edmonton, AB T5G 3A1
Toll Free: 1-800-661-9843 / 780-452-7770
Full hot breakfast buffet is included.
Chateau Nova Hotel & Suites
159 Airport Road
Edmonton, AB T5G 0W6
Local Tel: 780-424-6682

Rossyln Inn and Suites
13620 - 97 Street
Edmonton, Alberta T5E 4E2
Toll Free 1-877-785-7005
Local Tel: 780-476-6241

Fairfield Inn & Suites Edmonton North
581 Griesbach Parade, Edmonton T5E6W1
Toll Free: 1-844-844-6083
Local Tel: 780-540-5100

SIFFLEUR FALLS CEREMONY
Although not formally part of Reunion 2018, the
annual D-Day Memorial activities immediately
prior, June 5-7th. A formal parade on June 6th,
followed with a BBQ and social. As with
previous years negotiated package deals with the
David Thompson Resort for the full period and
for June 6th only for those who may wish just to
attend the parade and BBQ.
David Thompson Resort
Cline River on Highway 11
Toll Free: 1-888-810-2103
Local Tel: 403- 721-2103
E: info@davidthompsonreseort.com
Reunion registrations and additional information
can be obtained from the following links/email:
http://www.airbornesocialclub.ca
E: airborne-reunion-2018@shaw.ca
NEWSLETTER PUBLICATION
The Club welcomes airborne stories and
contributions to our newsletter. Articles may be
submitted to dr.paris@shaw.ca or postal to the
Club Secretary. Published for and/with your
cooperation and support.

Vice President, Mike Frail and father CWO
(Ret’d) Chuck Frail display a queen sized
quilt hand-crafted by Mike’s mother June
Frail. June has donated this master-piece
as a raffle item during Reunion 2018.
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AIRBORNE PRAYER
May the defence of the Most High be above and beneath, around and within us, in our going out and in our days and all
our nights, until the dawn when the Son o Righteousness shall arise with healing in His wings for people of the world.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Gord Carter, MGen Pitts and Lou Lemay
salute during the playing of “O Canada”

Mike Bludd, Guard Commander
salutes the Colours

Piper, Colin (Spot) Norris salutes as bugler Sgt Martin
Walters, The Artillery Band plays “The Last Post”
Padre, Lcol (Ret’d) David Prowse
gives the invocation

Those in attendance pay their respects in silence during the playing of “The Last Post
and Reville”, undoubtedly thinking of those no longer with us who once, during this
ceremony filled the empty chairs

Joe Pringle is saluted by family members after
laying a wreath in his memory

Ann Smith lays wreath in memory
of her departed husband Captain Chris Smith

Al Cameron, representing Veterans Voices of
Canada and cadet escort lays wreath

Bill Fletcher and cadet escort salute after laying a
wreath on behalf of Airborne Forces Associations

Rollie Keith, Al Currie of Bornewest and DZ VI
salutes after wreath laying

Social Club President, Chuck Stipchick and 2018 Reunion
Chairman Art Brochu lay wreath on behalf of the Club

Major Russ Bailey, RAPTC (UK), OC Trails HQ BATUS
lays wreath on behalf of UK AB Forces

MWO Parrott and Cpl Chakrabarti, 3 PPCLI

Airborne Gunners, Gord Cater and Bill Tremain
present Club Patron MGen Herb Pitts and Siffleur
Ceremony Coord, Bill Dickson with a medallion
bestowing them as honorary Airborne Gunners

Hugh Conway reminisces old times with Bill Lehr
and wife Jean who were visiting from NL

Al Currie, Bornewest; Social Club Honorary
Member Isobel Allan and Russ Dixon, 1 CAN PARA

OUR PAST AND OUR FUTURE

Claude Villeneuve and wife Annabelle
stand on guard in their periodic uniforms

Cadets from 2551 (PPCLI) RCACC stand shoulder to shoulder
with 1 CAN PARA vets Russ Dixon and Lou Lamy

Location of cairn, in background

Climbers enduring the trek up the mountain

Location of cairn, in background

Lunch break , before reaching the cairn

Rest stop to take a few pics of this amazing view

Guardian , Joe Pringle’s
ashes await sprinkling

Granddaughter Alex sprinkles
her granddad’s ashes, Guardian
Norm Greene’s

2551 (PPCLI) RCACC climb team against
Mt Ex Coelis Range in the background

Family and friends gather for photo before
sprinkling their loved ones as Guardians to
the mountain

An exhausted but elated climb team
return to the Monument

Art, Beth and family gather for a family photo after
witnessing them renew their vows on
their 50th Anniversary

Martin and Tinaka De-Waal of the Netherlands
were welcomed visitors to the ceremony.

