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EDITOR’S MESSAGE 
 
At the beginning of the year we had hoped our 
planning for the reunion would be a success.  
Not only was it a success it was much more 
than what we had envisioned it would be.  All 
of our previous reunions in Edmonton were 

held at the Aviation Museum, an older 
converted hangar that served its purpose for 
the time. However, the after-action report from 
Reunion 2013 indicated this venue had served 
previous reunions well, but due to fire 
regulations, inadequate acoustics/sound 
system, lack of power outlets and bathrooms, 
a more up-to-date venue should be sought out 
to accommodate Reunion 2018.  As a result, 
the Edmonton Inn Hotel and Conference 
Centre was secured where all activities, 
including parades could be held onsite.  Once 
this venue was secured the reunion committee 
began in earnest with planning; official notices, 
bulletins and setting up social networking 
sources of information.  The first registration 
was received in March 2017 and continued up 
to and including the Saturday night dinner. 
 
This reunion saw jumpers come from all parts 
of Canada, several from the USA, the UK and 
one from Australia. 
 
The reunion began as an airborne week with 
The Annual D-DAY Commemoration and 
Ceremony held at the 1CANPARA (Airborne) 
Monument, Siffleur Falls Alberta.  This 
ceremony was of special significance as there 
were two former members of 1CANPARA, Russ 
Dixon and Lou Lamy were in attendance and 
took the salute.  This was followed on 
Thursday by informal meet and greets at the 
Edmonton Inn and the St Albert Legion.  Both 
locations drew attendees in droves, where 
tales of yester-year began flowing.  It was 
interesting on how one remembers that drop 
onto DZ (wherever) and others remember it so 

differently and as the night wore on, so did the 
stories. 
 
Early Friday morning as the committee began 
setting up registration tables and those 
already in the area began queuing up as they 
did for chalk assembly.  In true airborne 

fashion they eagerly volunteered their hands 
and talents to assist in the setup and 
preparation, which was greatly accepted. 
 
As registration began, one could see small 
gaggles accumulate in all nooks and crannies 
of the site as old acquaintances were renewed.  
This continued well into the afternoon with 
more storytelling and socializing.  The 
evening’s activities continued well on into the 
early morning hours.   
 
Saturday morning as the parade grounds were 
being readied, many contemplated if they 
would survive this early morning parade, after 
an extended night of happy hour.  As time 
drew close to march-on, 306 paratroopers, 
past and present were grouped into guards.  
RSM (Ret’d) Mike Bludd gave the fall-in and 
the guards, under the cadence of the LER 
Drums stepped off in unison as if they were on 
a graduating parade. 
 
In addition to the 306 that were on parade 
another 75 or so who, because of health 
reasons or otherwise came to attention as 
their airborne comrades marched to their 
destinations.  Once in place, given the right 
dress, the parade RSM handed the parade 
over to parade commander, LCol (Ret’d) Joe 
Pollock fell in the guard commanders, LCols 
(Ret’d) Powell and Ron Bragdon. 
 
The sight of more than 300 former and 
current paratroopers on parade in all forms of 
airborne attire was breathtaking highlighted 
with the arrival of the dais party via a vintage 
jeep provided by Chris and Linda Stewart of 
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the Military Vehicle Preservation Association.  
These include, 1CANPARA veterans Lou Lamy 
and Roy Romanow; MGen (Ret’d) Walt Holmes, 
Col (Ret’d) Dick Cowling and MGen (Ret’d) 
Robert Stewart, in addition to Pte A.L. 
Gustafson, youngest paratrooper 3PPCLI, Para 
Coy.  Pte Gustafson as the youngest 
paratrooper was given the honour of taking 
the general salute.  This was followed with the 
invocation and Airborne Prayer delivered by 
our Airborne Padre, Honorary LCol (Ret’d) 
Mark Sargent.  Social Club member Capt 
(Ret’d) Bill Dickson followed with the reading 
of The Airborne Creed. 
 
LGen (Ret’d) Kent Foster, addressed the 
parade with the following: 
 
CANADA’S AIRBORNE LEGACY 1942-2018 
 
I am never prouder than when I wear the 
maroon beret, my ties with all of you; many of 
them close and personal.  To our fallen 
comrades, it is one of immense pride and 
privilege of belonging to the Canadian 
Airborne Regiment.  We gather and parade 
today in commemoration and in celebration: 
 
In Commemoration.  We honour jumpers 
that have gone before us.  As airborne 
veterans we make no distinction between 
airborne lives lost whether in war, 
peacekeeping, peacemaking, training for them 
or recovering from them in transition to 
civilian life. We include our lost Regimental 
buddies who succumbed in some manner to 
accident, illness or old age.  
 
Canada’s Airborne Legacy 1942 to 2018.  In 
total 76 years of airborne history that we all 

proudly share some part in, including today. 
We salute our senior veterans of 1CAN PARA, 
Lou Lamy and Walt Romanow; and our 
youngest jumpers led by Pte Gustafson, 3 
PPCLI. 
 
In Celebration.  A span of seven decades that 
we at this reunion cover, recognizing D-Day 
and Arnhem operations as our beginnings. 
The standard set for airborne units that still 
stands today. 

 

Here we are a mix of jumpers spanning seven 
decades from a diverse number of airborne 
organizations but bonded by being airborne; 
having looked the jump master in the eye and 
exited an aircraft on his tap. 
 
In that span of seven decades, the parachute 
went from T7 prototype, to T7 to T10 to CT1 to 
MC1-1; from round to square canopies, and 
from non-steerable to steerable. Drop altitudes 
went from balloon heights to halo and free fall 
techniques. It went from silk to rip-stop nylon 
and anti-inversion nets, toggles, navigation 
aids and oxygen equipment.  
 
The aircraft went from C47 Dakotas to C119 
(boxcar) to C130, 141 Star Lifter and all 
manner of helicopters. We went from jump 
doors to ramps. As I recall opening loads over 
the period did not change much and a bad 
exit could still spoil your day. There is 
definitely no rank under the canopy.  
 
Through all of this change airborne soldiers 
have through good times and bad banded 
together. The Regular Force units that we 
belonged to came and went over the period. In 
celebration the champions of preserving and 
commemorating our airborne heritage deserve 
to be named and they are: First Can Para 
Association, First Special Service Force 
Association, ARAC, CAFA, Branch #8 
Bornewest (DZ VI), Airborne Social Club 
(Edmonton) and the Canadian Airborne 
Regiment.  
 
CAR stands as the longest serving part of the 
Canadian Army Orbat, delivering airborne 
capability for 27 years. It should not have 
been disbanded. 
 
The airborne capability has and will survive 
because it is unique.   That elusive need to 
conquer fear remains and there is nothing 
other than combat itself that delivers it like 
being airborne. 
 
As our numbers dwindle within our individual 
associations we need to fully embrace the 
serving soldiers of today in Special Forces, in 
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our infantry Regiments and all those in 
airborne roles.  
 
We are all here from all over Canada – Not 
because of: 
What we did (or) 
Where we did it (or) 
How we did it (but) 
To be with those we did it with! 
 
The exclusive right to this distinguished 
history belongs to all of us and to preserve it 
we need to share and combine our efforts.  
 
Have a good one…Airborne! 
 
Following the parade, we shared a much-
needed brunch followed with an afternoon of 
reacquainting, socializing and military 
displays.  Others were transported to Garrison 
Edmonton where they attended an open house 
hosted by 3PPCLI. 
 
Later that evening the hotel had prepared 560 
seats for Saturday’s dinner. However, as time 
drew near to seating time, an additional 36 
seats had to be added to accommodate all 
those in attendance.  A phenomenal number 
which far exceeded all previous reunion 
dinners. 
 
During the dinner MGen Walt Holmes gave a 
excellent speech where he reiterated the 
requirement the desire to see our airborne 
organizations and fellowship continue on what 
was started before those of us in attendance.  
Reunion chairman, Art Brochu on behalf of all 
airborne soldiers presented Lou Lamy a 
memento in recognition of his longevity in 
maintaining the airborne esprit-de-corps. 

 
A highlight of the evening was the unveiling of 
a special painting titled “The Great 

Adventure” by artist Roger Chabot.  He 
created a painting to commemorate the 50th 
Anniversary of the formation of the Canadian 
Airborne Regiment and our Airborne Legacy 
since 1942. 
 
 
 

 
Roger, retired infantry soldier and paratrooper, 
served in various units throughout his 32 year 
career. 
 
Roger has recently embarked on another 
project to commemorate the 75th Anniversary 
of D-Day, highlighting the role 1CAN PARA 
played during operations.  Information on 
Roger and his projects may be found at: 
chabotwarart.com  or by visiting his 
Facebook page “Roger Chabot War Artist”. 
 
Music, dancing, continued socializing and 
photo taking continued throughout the wee 
hours of the night. 
 
Sunday’s planned activities were for an early 
brunch at the hotel for attendees followed with 
a memorial service at the Griesbach Airborne 
Cairn.  The breakfast was well attended, 
although some may have slept in after a hard 

night of partying and socializing.  The heavy 
rainfall may have kept others in the warmth of 
the hotel sheets. 
 
Even though it poured rain, keeping in our 
airborne fashion many of us attended the 
memorial at cairn. 
 
 
 

http://chabotwarart.com/
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2018 D-DAY COMMENORATION AND 

CEREMENY, SIFFLEUR FALLS 
 
It is hard to believe we’ve been attending this 
event for 18 years.  Dedication of the 1st 
Canadian Parachute Battalion Cairn (Airborne 
Monument) at Siffleur Falls took place in 
September 2000. Since then, we’ve been 
holding a D-Day Ceremonies at the Cairn 
every 6th June. Ceremonies have had many 
added events to them; one year some of us 
received the Peacekeeping Service Medal on 
parade; Cpl George Topham’s Victoria Cross 
was on display one year and in conjunction 
with the naming of the suspension bridge to 
him.  We filmed the 65th Anniversary of D-Day 
ceremony and planning as part of The 
Paratroopers, the Canadian story film project 
and the 3rd Bn PPCLI members have always 
made the climb up Normandy Peak to mark 
the day. We’ve had our share of dignitaries too, 
Provincial MLA’s, the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Alberta more than once; the A/MND; US Army 
Rangers and members of the British Trails 
Ends Camp in Cochrane to name a few 
 
Over the years, we also had our share of 
visiting foreign tourists stop and take in the 
ceremony. One couple from Holland even 
filmed the ceremony, made a CD and sent it 
back to MGen Pitts. That CD became the 
catalyst that sparked the idea for the 
Paratroopers Film Project.  As for weather, 
well we have had more than our share of that 
over the years. It has snowed, rained, hailed, 
wind has nearly blew us away and been so hot 
we have been sunburned. It has been a real 
journey of events over these 18 years. 
Early morning of the 5th June 2018 saw many 
of us gather at the Staging Area around the 

monument, to meet the 3rd Bn PPCLI Climb  
 
Team led by Lt. Tyler Loewen, Mtn Coy. It was 
nice to see the CO, LCol Derek Prohar and 
RSM Mark von Kalben joining the team for the 
climb.  The Stokes family was in attendance 
with Fred’s ashes. Airborne brother’s Barney 
Barnhart, Len Freeman and Ed Sullivan 
would join him, as they would all make the 
ascent up Normandy Peak. Our Padre, LCol 
(Ret’d) David Prowse, again made a special trip 

down from Jasper to make sure these ex-
jumpers received a proper blessing prior to 

their send off.  It was going to be a nice day for 
a climb.  
 
All the team members made it to the top of 
Normandy Peak. They held a brief memorial 
service and then spread the ashes of our 
departed comrades.  Pictures were taken then 

all returned in time to join the rest for the 
Meet & Great back at the David Thompson 
Resort. 
 
We knew this year’s D-Day ceremony might be 
well attended. It was, after all combined with 
the Airborne Reunion and 50th Anniversary of 
the Cdn AB Regt formation, which followed.  A 
special bus was laid on to bring members 
down for the ceremony on the 6th and the 
BBQ. The numbers attending for the 6th June 
parade I think surprised us all. Probably one 
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of the largest attended ceremonies we have 
had since the dedication of the monument. 
With the support provided by Albert Parks, 
members under direction of Logan 
Vanimschoot controlled the parking area and 
kept the area for the parade free. 
 
This year the weather more than cooperated, 
as it was a very hot day. 
 
The format for this ceremony hasn’t changed 
much over the years. However, what has 
changed is the number of our 1CAN PARA 
veterans in attendance. Their numbers are 
getting thinner each passing year. Fortunately, 
we had two originals Russ Dixon and Lou 
Lemay who took the General Salute. MWO 

(Ret’d) Mike Bludd commanded the parade, 
MWO (Ret’d) Colin Norris was the piper and 
Sgt Martin Walters (Regular Force) the bugler. 
Our Padre Dave Prowse said the prayers and I 
carried out the MC duties.  
 
Wreaths were placed after the appropriate 

tributes and readings. It was an honour to 
again have Major Russ Bailey (UK), OC Trails 
End Camp at Cochrane, and members of his 
staff attend.   As always, it is nice to have 
members of Alberta Parks in their dress 
uniforms join in the ranks. The addition of 
these members compliment the ceremonies 
importance, and certainly add variety to this 
significant event.   

 
I would be remiss if I didn’t thank those 
members of the Airborne Brotherhood who 
travel from afar to attend: Bornewest, DZ VI 
and members of the VMPC, and of course 
those member of the Airborne Social Club 
(Edmonton). 
 
After the parade, the usual photo op took 
place. Dave Paris, who has always found a 
way to beat this motley lot into some 
semblance of order, and again produced a 
magnificent photo of the masses for our 

newsletter. 
 
To accommodate those that came down from 
Edmonton on the bus for the ceremony, we 
backed up the BBQ timings at DTR. The usual 
party atmosphere prevailed, and everyone 
seemed to have a good time and ate well, and 
drank well too! Ron & Wendy Killick former 
DTR owners travelled from Rocky to help with 
our event. They too had been with us for 18 
years. 
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Departure breakfasts tend to be a mixture of 
tired faces, hang-over and loud gossip. For 
those departing for destinations other than 
Edmonton Reunion goodbyes tend to become 
a bit sadder. There is recognition that we are 
all getting older, and will we see each other 
here next year, or again? 
 
With the good-byes, the 2018 D-Day 
Ceremony ended. It was another well-attended 
and successful event.  
 
As for 2019, it will be the 75th Anniversary of 
D-Day. That alone should tell us it is a 
milestone, and a very significant date for those 
of us who attend these ceremonies. The 75th 
could be the last of these organized events 
held at the DTR.  I said I would commit to the 
co-ord, planning and MC duties next year and 
accordingly have begun staffing already.   
After that, I’m not too sure. The answer is 
simple, “we all need to mark our calendars 
now for the 2019 Siffleur Falls D-Day 
Ceremony, and plan to attend”.  
 
The Airborne Social Club (Edmonton) agreed 
to take on the task of supporting this event, 
mainly for the 1CAN PARA BN Vets. Now their 
numbers are decreasing rapidly and while we 
owe it to continue for those who are left, will 
we? God willing, we will still have them in 
attendance next year. That said, we now need 
to think about doing this for ourselves as vets.  
Mark your calendar Jumper’s, 2019 D-Day 
Ceremony.  The dates never change 5th – 7th 
June!  Details to follow in due course.  
 
96 Bravo sends! 
Bill Dickson, MC/Coord 
2019 D-Day Ceremony Siffleur Falls. 

 
SECRETARY’S REPORT 
 
In accordance with Club By-Laws once a 
membership reaches end-December for that 
year paid-up period that membership will have 
until end-June the following year to either 
renew or have their name placed on an 
inactive listing, i.e. end-December 2018/June 
2019.  Membership is open to all paratroopers, 

former or current.  Membership dues is 
established at $10 yearly. 
 
As the club secretary and membership 
representative, I endeavour to keep our 
membership contact information up-to-date.  
Our normal method of contact is through 
email, less mailing of cards.  If you have 
moved or had a postal or email address 
changed since last contact please let me know 
so I can make corrections.  In addition, if you 
know of any member who may have moved or 
are not receiving the newsletter contact me at 
dr.paris@shaw.ca 
 
HOSPITAL MEMBER 
 
The club hospital member, on behalf of the 
club provides notification of members 
hospitalized or at home recouping.  If you 
know of anyone who may not be doing well, 
please let me know so I can arrange to visit 
and deliver hospital comforts as appropriate.  
Ben Murdock at ben.murdock@shaw.ca 
 
LAST POST 

This edition may have 
missed notices of airborne 
comrades who may have 
passed since last publication.  
We try to ensure all 
announcements are 
mentioned, regretfully 
though full details of 
member’s passing is not 

always known or available for publication; 
while sometimes the passing has not been 
made known at all.  If you know of a passing 
and think we may not, feel free to send it to 
me with details or a link so that I can send out 

on our net. 
 
Donny Bratzer, Medic, passed away October 
12, 2017. No other details were available. 
 
John Anton Glockler, February 11, 2018 
after a lengthy battle with cancer. John served 
for over 30 years with the RCASC and was 
exceptionally honoured to be a Korean Veteran 
where he served for one and a half years. He 
was also pleased to be a member of the 

mailto:dr.paris@shaw.ca
mailto:ben.murdock@shaw.ca
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Korean Veteran's Association, as well as the 
RCASC Western Association, Airborne 
Association and a long-time Member of the 
Royal Canadian Legion. During his extensive 
career he served on many different bases 
throughout Canada and abroad including 
Germany.  John is survived by his loving wife 
of 55 years, Mavis; and his two daughters, 
Janet (Gord) and Melissa (Lorne); five 
grandchildren, Elliott, Eric (Leah), Evan 
(Amber), Kelsie (Nolan) and Kristen (Everett); 
and his pride and joy his two great-
grandchildren, Ethan and Carter.  A 
Celebration of Life was held May 12th, 2018. 
 
Bob (Moose) Karran, former 2 Cdo, later a 
remuster to Cook passed away Friday April 
14th, 2018.  A memorial service was held in 
his honour at the Gibbons Legion, April 29th, 
2018. 
 
Alfred (Alfie) Keep, (Engr) Radcliff AB, age 61 
died as the result of a traffic crash July 2018.  
Alfie served from 1977-2009 and served in 
numerous Engr positions throughout his 
career.   

 
William Fredrick Easton, QOR’s and the 
Airborne Regiment passed Sunday, August 
12th, 2018 in Victoria, BC at the age of 86. 
Fred was born in London England. 
 
Darrel Connick, age 63 passed away October 
7, 2018 from cancer.  He is survived by his 
family, wife Marnie, son David and daughter 
Melissa.   Darrel joined in 1972, he soldiered 
all three PPCLI battalions and retired as 
Sergeant-Major.  A memorial service will be 
held at the Royal Canadian Legion Br 289 
Tsawwassen, BC, 1300 hrs, December 1st, 
2018. 
 
REMEMBERING DEPARTED WIVES 
 
We, the club acknowledge the passing wives 
and partners who over the years stood by us 
as we ventured off to parts known and 
unknown.  They were mother and father, 

nurturer and disciplinarian.  Many times 

these independent women moved themselves 
and families from one location to another 
during our absences from home.  Where would 
many of us be today if it were not for these 
stalwart women, and for that we salute their 
memory. 
 
Dorothy Skinner, beloved wife of Les Skinner 
passed away this past February.  As she did in 
life, Dorothy now sits above and watches over 
Les and family and those of us who she knew. 
 
Carmelle Clavette, beloved wife of Marty 
Clavette and mother to not only her children 
but also mother to many of us she knew. 
Carmelle passed away on June 17th, after a 
brief illness. 

   
Vanessa Miller, beloved wife of Bill Miller 
passed away in September after a lengthy 
illness. 
 

MESSAGE FROM A FALLEN COMRADE 
 

My helmet, now a halo 
wings replace my chute, 
to fly amongst the eagles 
no Soldier would dispute. 

No aircraft is needed 
to take me to the sky, 

your prayers from below 
have lifted me so high. 
My spirit is my engine 

no need to refuel, 

no runway required 
a rainbow’s edge will do. 

No need for maps or compasses, 
my angels are my guides, 

their strength and love have gifted me 
to soar the sky with pride. 

The heavens here are endless 
my soul’s now free to roam, 

there is no need to cry my friends; 
 

This Airborne Trooper found his home. 
“Unknown” 
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CAFA/ARAC 2018 SCHOLARSHIP AWARD 

CAFA and ARAC announced Ms. Anna Klick, 
St Albert as the recipient for the 2018 
Airborne Forces Scholarship Award. The 
associations asked Airborne Social Club’s Bill 
Dickson to present the award to Anna on their 
behalf.  Accordingly, on August 31st, in the 
presence of Ann’s family, friends and members 
of the Social Club, Anna was presented with 
the award.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Details of the award as follows: 
 
Ms. Anna Klick, St Albert Alberta was selected 
to receive the award as the most deserving 
applicant in 2018 based on her outstanding 
academic performance in high school and in 
her first year in a challenging programme of 
full-time studies at MacEwan University, her 
continuing and determined personal 
development, her long-standing commitment 

MAKING OF A MILITARY WIFE 
When the good Lord was creating Wives, he 
was into his sixth day of overtime.  An angel 
appeared and said, "You're having a lot of 
trouble with this one. What's wrong with the 
standard model? 
 
The Lord replied, "Have you seen the specs on 
this order? She has to be completely 
independent, but must be sponsored to get on 
post; have the qualities of both father and 
mother during deployments; be a perfect 
hostess to 4 or 40; run on black coffee; 

handle emergencies without a manual; be 
able to handle flu, birthdays and moves 
around the country or the world; have a kiss 
that can cure anything from a child's torn 
Valentine to a husband's weary day; have the 
patience of a saint when waiting for the Unit 
to return and understand that it is important 
to his country that he leaves." 
 
The angel circled the model of the military 
wife very slowly. "It's too soft," she sighed. 
 
"But tough," said the Lord excitedly. "You 
cannot imagine what this woman can do or 
endure."  
 
"Can it think?" 
 
"Can it think? It can convert 1400 to 2 p.m."  
 
Finally, the angel bent over and ran her finger 
across the cheek. "There's a leak," she 
pronounced. "I told you that you were trying 
to put too much into this model."  
 
"It's not a leak," said the Lord. "It's a tear." 
 
"What's it for?" asked the angel.  
 
"It's for joy. Sadness, disappointments, pain, 
loneliness and pride!" 
 
"You are a genius," sighed the angel.  
 
The Lord looked somber and replied, "I didn't 
put it there."   Author: Unknown 
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to community activities, her generous support 
to those less fortunate and her impressive 
personal attributes. Anna is the daughter of 
Sergeant (ret’d) Ben Klick and Mrs. Margaret 
Klick. Sgt Klick served proudly in 2 Airborne 
Commando and is a member of The Airborne 
Regiment Association of Canada.   

2018 REUNION KIT ITEMS FOR SALE 

 
Surplus reunion kit and items is available for 
through Bill Dickson.  Bill has ball caps, golf 
shirts, vests and decals.  Bill may be reached 
via email:  abn339@shaw.ca  
 

 
KITSHOP ITEMS FOR SALE 

 
In addition to kit items, a limited number of Reunion Coins is available for sale.  Contact me at for 
purchase arrangements. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Simple Math Quiz. 

 
Here is a math trick so unbelievable that it will stump you.   Grab a calculator: (you 

probably will not be able to do this in your head) 
 

1. Enter the first three digits of your phone number, (Do not use the area code) 
2. Multiply by 80 
3. Add 1 

4. Multiply by 250 
5. Add the last 4 digits of your phone number 
6. Add the last 4 digits of your phone number again 

7. Subtract 250 
8. Divide number by 2 

Do you recognize the answer? 
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========================================================================= 
 

Did you know this about Las Vegas? 
 
This may come as a surprise to those of you not living in Las Vegas, but there are more 
Catholic churches than casinos. Not surprisingly, some worshipers at Sunday services will 
give casino chips rather than cash when the basket is passed.  Since they get chips from 

many different casinos, the churches have devised a method to collect the offerings. 
 
The churches send all their collected chips to a nearby Franciscan monastery for sorting 
inhabitants known as “CHIP-MONKS”. 
 

========================================================================= 
 
NEWSLETTER PUBLICATION 

 
The Club welcomes airborne stories and contributions to our newsletter.  Articles may be 

submitted to dr.paris@shaw.ca or postal to the Club Secretary.  Published for and/with 
your cooperation and support. 
 

mailto:dr.paris@shaw.ca


CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER (RET’D) 

EDWARD (ED) JOHN BAKKER, MMM CD 
DECEMBER 1940 - AUGUST 2018 

 

Ed is survived by his loving wife Rosemarie; 
two daughters, Debbie and Wendy; five 
grandchildren, Shelby, Charlene, Jessica, 
Trinity and Zahara; four great grandchildren, 
Chase, Kaylee, Liam and Ayden as well as his 
many other family members and friends.  

Ed treasured every moment spent with family 
and friends.  He enjoyed playing games with 
the grandchildren and making them laugh 
with every silly song and dance he performed.  
He generously shared his time spending many 

hours volunteering and helping others in every 
way never really knowing how much he 
touched others’ lives just by being him.  Ed 
spent 34 proud years serving for our Canadian 
Military and another 15 years consulting in 
the oilfield.  He enjoyed watching news and 
sports including Oilers and Eskimo games.  
He spent many enjoyable hours in the 
community gardens ensuring all the plants 
were cared for and organized. Most important 
first and foremost in Ed’s life was his family.  
He touched each of our lives in such a special 
way leaving his unique mark in our hearts.  

His love, patience, understanding, wisdom 
and amazing sense of humor will live on inside 
us forever. He has given us gifts that are more 
precious than anything in this world. His loss 
has left a huge void and he’ll be missed 
terribly but he will always live on in our 
hearts. Keeping with Ed’s wishes a celebration 
of life was held at TOUCHMARK AT 
WEDGEWOOD, Edmonton on Friday, August 
24th. 

 

MAJOR-GENERAL (RET’D)  
HERBERT CHELSEY PITTS, MC CD 

JUNE 1929– 27 SEPTEMBER 2018 
 

Herb Pitts was born on 14 June 1929 in 
Nelson, British Columbia.  He joined the 
Canadian Armed Forces (CAF) in 1948 as a 
cadet at Royal Roads Military College.  Upon 
graduation in 1952, MGen Pitts was 

commissioned into Lord Strathcona's Horse 
(Royal Canadians) and quickly sent overseas 
to the conflict in Korea.  His time as an 
armoured officer was short-lived.  Upon his 
arrival in Korea, he was immediately 
transferred to Third Battalion Princess 
Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry (PPCLI) and 
served as a platoon commander.  MGen Pitts 
would serve with distinction for the remainder 
of the Korean War and was recognized with 
the Military Cross for gallantry in action.  He 



returned to Canada in July 1953 just prior to 
the ceasefire. 
From 1953 to 1954 Lieutenant Pitts studied at 
McMaster University in Hamilton, Ontario. 
Upon return to regimental duty he served with 
the First Battalion, Queen's Own Rifles of 
Canada (QOR of C) in Calgary, and then as a 
Staff Officer with the 4th Canadian Infantry 
Brigade Group in Soest, West Germany. In 
1960 he attended the British Army Staff 
College at Camberley. Upon graduation he was 
posted to Army Headquarters in Ottawa, 
where he served for two years as Aide de 
Camp to the Chief of the General Staff. Upon 
promotion to Major, he served from 1962 to 
1964 as a Company Commander with the 
Second Battalion QOR of C. He was again 
posted to the 4th Canadian Infantry Brigade 
Group, and served for over two years as the 
Brigade Major. 
 
In 1967 Maj Pitts was promoted to the rank of 
LCol and given command of the First 
Battalion, QOR of C, in Victoria, B.C.  This 
battalion was designated 3 PPCLI in 1970.  
From 1969 to 1971 he was posted as an 
exchange officer at the U.S. Army Command 
and General Staff College at Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas, following which he attended the 
National Defence College in Kingston, Ontario. 
In 1971 Pitts was promoted to the rank of 
Colonel and posted to Edmonton to command 
the Canadian Airborne Regiment (CAR) for two 
years where he would play a critical role in 
developing the airborne capabilities for the 
Canadian Forces.  From 1973 to 1975 he 
served at NDHQ as a Brigadier-General in the 
capacity of Director-General of Land 
Operations. Promoted to Major-General in 
1976 he was appointed Chief of Land 

Operations. Following French Language 
training in 1977, he served in his final 
appointment of regular service as the Director-
General, Bilingualism and Biculturalism until 
his retirement in 1978. 
 
After MGen Pitts retired, he would continue to 
be close to the serving and retired 
components.  Ever-dedicated to his regiments, 
he served as Colonel of the Regiment for the 
PPCLI and the CAR and later as the Honorary 
Colonel for the Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada, 

accumulating more than 44 years of 
uniformed service.  MGen Pitts also served as 
the National President of Scouts Canada and 
was instrumental in the completion of the 
Korean War Memorial Wall at Meadowdale 
Cemetery in Ontario with KVA Canada.   
 
Herb leaves his beloved wife Marianne of 63 
years, daughter Susan; sons Gerry and David 
and his two grandchildren Sara and Mike.  A 
Memorial Service was held October 19th, 2018. 
 
GENERAL  PITTS’ FUNERAL 

(Submitted by Bill Tremain) 
 
Bill Tremain, with several others of the 
Airborne Social Club (Edmonton) members 
travelled to Victoria to attend the funeral.  Bill 
provided the following:  
 
The funeral service for Herb was held at their 
home church Metropolitan United Church in 
Victoria, B.C.  The funeral was conducted in 
true military fashion with pictures of Herb at 
the front with flags from the various units he 
served with including Boy Scouts of Canada. 
The church was full with family members, 
friends, and many uniformed soldiers that 
have met, served with or connected with Herb 
over his 44 years of military service and his 
life. Numerous excellent eulogies were 
delivered. 
 
Herb’s younger brother spoke first about their 
upbringing at Nelson B.C. where Herb as a 
young man demonstrated strong leadership 
skills right from the beginning in sports and at 
school. Senior officers and a Boy Scout leader 
spoke of Herb’s excellent leadership skills and 
his strengths having either served or worked 

with him over his career in the service or in 
his various positions. 
 
The Honorary Pallbearers were many senior 
officers that had served or worked with Herb 
over his career. Young Maroon Beret 3 PPCLI 
soldiers were heavily involved in the service.  
 
Our own Edmonton based Airborne Social 
Club was represented by Charley 
Chamberlain, wife Pat, Gord Carter, Les 



Skinner, Gerry Vida and myself Bill Tremain. There was many 
other former Airborne Soldiers in attendance; 
Bornewest’s Ed Dobson, Ed Ashley, Tom 
Walton, Rolly Keith and Jimmy Ogden. Other 
Airborne Soldiers that I recognized in 
attendance were Generals Robert Stewart, 
Kent Foster, Brian Vernon, and Col Richard 
Cowling. Airborne Soldiers from the Victoria 
area also in attendance were Grant McLean, 
Dick Derkson, Pat Turpin and Joe Danylenko.  
 
If I missed mentioning anyone that was there, 
please accept my apology. 
 

In summary, this funeral was a one and a half 
hour service which was conducted in true 
military fashion to recognize and pay tribute 
to an excellent soldier and human being 
“General Herb Pitts” RIP. 
 
Over the many years those of us that attend 
the June 6th, Siffleur Falls D-Day Ceremony 
organized by Bill Dickson know that our friend 
and leader Herb will be sorely missed during 
future events. REST IN PEACE, Herb. 
 
Bill Tremain, Airborne! 

 

 



CANADIAN AIRBORNE FORCES ASSOCIATION 

and 

AIRBORNE REGIMENT ASSOCIATION OF CANADA 
 

Present the 2018 Airborne Forces Scholarship Award to 

Ms. Anna Madeline Klick 
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