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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I am away in the sunny south for a few more
weeks and hope all those back in Canada’s
wintery weather are doing well. 2014 was a
busy and exciting year for the club with active
participation in the annual Siffleur Falls
Ceremony in addition to providing behind the
scenes participation to the Airborne Cairn
Project, which this newsletter is primarily
dedicated too.

SECRETARY’S REPORT

I would remind all this is the time for your
membership renewals, $10 yearly. If you have
moved or had a postal or email address
change please let me know so club
correspondence can be sent to the correct
address. In addition, if you know of any
member who has moved or not receiving the
newsletter contact me (Dave) at
dr.paris@shaw.ca (or) (780) 478-9172.

HOSPITAL MEMBER

As the club hospital member, I provide
notification of members hospitalized or at
home recouping. If you know of anyone who
may not be doing well, please let me know so I
can arrange to visit and deliver hospital
comforts as appropriate. Ben Murdock (780)
457-0646 or ben.murdock@shaw.ca

Ben Murdock, Hospital Member

LAST POST

CWO (RET’D) GILLES
FREDERICK PAYETTE

Gilles passed away on
October 30, 2014. He
leaves behind his best
friend, soul mate, wife,
Charlene Dufrat, beloved
son Correy Payette. Gilles

served over 30 years loyal and dedicated
service to his country.

Gilles is also survived by his parents Ronald
and Jacqueline Payette of Cornwall, ON,
brothers: Jacques (Karen) of Summerstown,
ON; Robert of Prescott, ON; Michel (Nancy) of
Picton, ON; nephews Parker, Larson, Reed and
Owen. And also by parents in law, Edward
and Jean Dufrat, sisters in law Coleen Hirt,
Sonya (Glen) Benwood, Michelle (Chris) Jarvis,
and nieces and nephews Cassandra/Andrew,
Hayden, Nolan, Erin, Haley, Hannah and
Lauren, all of Edmonton, AB; Gilles had
numerous aunts, uncles and cousins as well
as a very large Military Family who will miss
him dearly. Funeral services was held at the
Lecture Training Facility on November 4th.

SMITH, KENNETH (FOGHORN) ALEXANDER
MALCOLM

On December 4, 2014 Ken passed away at his
home at the age of 86.
He will be sadly missed by his loving wife of
over 60 years Judith; daughter Elizabeth; and
son Stevan. Ken will also be remembered by

Airborne Social Club
Northtown PO, Box 71034

9308 - 137 Avenue
Edmonton, Alberta T5E 6J8

FEBRUARY 2015

mailto:dr.paris@shaw.ca
mailto:ben.murdock@shaw.ca


2

his extended family and many friends. Ken
was born and raised in Aberdeen Scotland,
until he immigrated to Canada in the 1950's.
He joined the Canadian Airborne Regiment in
1958 and served until 1980. In 1974 he saw
action in Cyprus as part of the Peacekeeping
taskforce. Ken was a jumpmaster, who was
affectionately known throughout the regiment
as Foghorn. Ken enjoyed gardening, dancing,
playing crib, and bagpipe music. He was a
loving husband and a great father. Cremation
has taken place, the family plans to take him
home to Scotland at a later date.

JOSEPH (JOE) CHARLES FRIEND

Joe passed away peacefully and surrounded
by his family on January 26, 2015 at the age
of 68 years. He will be lovingly remembered
by his wife of 45 years, Lucille; daughters:
Larissa (Rod) Ince, and Lauren (Neal) Comeau;
grandchildren: Mikayla, Karson and Vanessa
Ince, Kiera and Mason Comeau; brothers:
Glen and Charlie; sisters: Leila, Selma and
Doria; special nephew, Dean Braun (Ursula
and Adeline); his brother-in-law, and sister-in-
law, Don and Gloria Smith; many nieces,
nephews and extended family and friends. Joe
was predeceased by his mother, Fatima; father,
Charles; and sister, Nadia. Joseph was born
in London, England. From that time until
present, he travelled extensively. He had a
long and successful career as a military medic,
serving with the Canadian Airborne Regiment
in Edmonton and then with the Canadian
Forces in Europe (10 years), where he and his
family were able to travel to many destinations.
He retired from the military after 27 years.
Joe’s second career was as a Health and
Safety Auditor and Contract Trainer with the
Alberta Construction Safety Association (ACSA)
until his retirement in 2012.

A Celebration of Life was held on Friday,
January 30, 2015 at Connelly-McKinley St.
Albert Funeral Home.

CSM (RET) DUANE M. DONISON

CSM (Ret) Duane M. Donison, (64) of Carlisle,
quietly passed away on Thursday, 4 December
2014, in his home. CSM Donison proudly
served in the 82nd Airborne Division for 25
years. After retiring from active duty, he
served as a security guard at the US Army
War College/Carlisle Barracks. He was an All
American Member of the 82nd Airborne
Division Association, a Lifetime member of
Veterans of Foreign Wars, the Association of
the United States Army, and the Non
Commissioned Officers Association of the
United States of America, as well as a member
of the Cumberland Valley Sportsman
Association. CSM Donison is survived by his
loving wife, Jane Donison (Carlisle), his
brother, Bryce L. Donison (Edmonton, Alberta,
Canada) and two stepdaughters, Suzanne
Daprile (West Chester), and Jennifer Westford
(Pittsburgh).

A memorial service with military honors was
held December 11, 2014 at the U. S. Army
War College Memorial Chapel, Carlisle
Barracks.

CSM Donison while living in Canada was a
regular member of the Airborne Social Club of
Edmonton, Alberta.

MESSAGE FROM A FALLEN COMRADE

My helmet, now a halo
wings replace my chute,
to fly amongst the eagles
no Soldier would dispute.
No aircraft is needed
to take me to the sky,
your prayers from below
have lifted me so high.
My spirit is my engine
no need to refuel,
no runway required
a rainbow’s edge will do.
No need for maps or compasses,
my angels are my guides,
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their strength and love have gifted me
to soar the sky with pride.
The heavens here are endless
my soul’s now free to roam,
there is no need to cry my friends;
This Airborne Trooper found his
home. ….Unknown

ROSALIE HARTIGAN
(HONORARY MEMBER)

It is with regrets that we make notice of the
passing of Rosalie Hartigan who passed away
peacefully at the age of eighty-five, on the
evening of November 19, 2014 at the Roseway
Hospital, Shelburne, Nova Scotia. Rosalie was
a Honorary member of The Airborne Social
Club (Edmonton) and enjoyed receiving this
newsletter. A memorial service was held at
Eden Brook Gardens, Calgary November 29,
2014.

Rosalie is survived by her Sons Michael
(Brenda), Patrick (Betty) and Daughter Colleen
Goodman-Buker (Ian), Grandchildren
Christopher Hartigan (Carla), Lisa Brown
(Bradley). Thomas Goodman (Kimberly) and
Great grand children, Zoe and Coen Brown.
She was loved by her family and will be
missed.

was an integral part of the writing of Dan
Hartigan’s book, “A Rising of Courage” and
maintained an avid interest all things Para
after his death. This included a continued
relationship with the 1st Canadian Parachute
Battalion Association which awarded her the
status of Honorary Historian.

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FORMATION
OF THE CANADIAN AIRBORNE REGIMENT
(REUNION 2018)

The club has begun planning a reunion for the
50th Anniversary of the Formation of The
Airborne Regiment, to be held June 2018 here
in Edmonton. I encourage all to mark your
calendars for this event and hope to see as
many as possible come out and join us as we

remember this significant event in our
airborne history.

NEWSLETTER PUBLICATION

The Club welcomes airborne stories and
original contributions to our newsletter.
Articles may be submitted to me at
dr.paris@shaw.ca or postal to the Club
Secretary. Published for and/with your
cooperation and support, Dave Paris

THE BUILDING, DEDICATION AND
UNVEILING OF THE CANADIAN AIRBORNE
MEMORIAL CAIRN.

The idea to build the Canadian Airborne
Memorial Cairn (CAMC) happened a long time
ago.

The development of the Stage 7 area within
the Griesbach Garrison (now Village at
Griesbach), during 2005-2006 involved close
cooperation with members of Canada Lands
and veterans of the Canadian Airborne
Regiment, as well as members of the present
military community. Stage 7 falls in the zones
originally designated to remember and honour
the Canadian Airborne and the Princess
Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry. On
September 10th, 2006, a ceremony was held
dedicating this area, which included the
Canadian Airborne Plaza, located at the west
end of Patricia Lake. A number of street
names, concrete pedestals with brass plaques
and storyboards outlining the history of the
Canadian Airborne in WW II and the Canadian
Airborne Regiment, which was based in
Griesbach from 1968 to 1977 completed the
dedication of the area and the significance
these names and events have with the City of
Edmonton. Included in the ceremony, but
tabled for completion at a later date was the
naming of the future Perron-Berger Park. It
was named after the two Canadian Airborne
Regiment soldiers who were killed in Cyprus
in 1974, during that mission.

The Perron-Berger Park was far from
completion but it did become a topic of

mailto:dr.paris@shaw.ca


4

discussion as a logical area for placement of a
future cairn. The idea to erect such a cairn,
however, died over the next years but re-
surfaced again when the park was eventually
completed.

So if we undertook such a venture to build a
cairn, who would manage the project? What
would we call it? How would we build it?
Where would we get the money and who would
undersign the project to begin with? These
were the initial hurdles and questions we
faced. And, there was also the waiting for the
Navy’s project being constructed at the south-
west end of the park which they planned to
dedicate as part of their Canadian Navy 100th
Anniversary ceremonies in June 2010.
Prudence suggested we best not overlap, or
compete with any scheduled planning that
would interfere with either venture. But we
charged ahead anyway and formed a small
committee of three, outside the Airborne
Social Club (Edmonton) (ABSC) and
discussion began in earnest to create and
build a cairn to honour the legacy; not only of
Perron and Berger, but also to honour the
historical contribution that Canada’s Airborne
soldiers had made here in Griesbach and to
the City of Edmonton and the Province of
Alberta. And so the project paper for the
CAMC was written and the job of selling the
idea to the masses began.

Subsequent meetings with Canada Lands
Corporation (CLC) began in late 2010. The
project designs were drafted by IBI Group and
selected; cost estimates produced; timelines
discussed; briefings with City of Edmonton
Councillors and City Infrastructure personnel
were held; site selection recce’s in the Park
were done; Airborne Regiment Association of
Canada’s (ARAC) Executive was briefed on the
project and an account was opened with fund
raising objectives put into place. By February
2011 enough planning and selection was
completed and a project support request
submission was made to the City of Edmonton
Councillors and then to the City itself in April
2011. Support, in principle for the project was
received in March and July 2011.

During this period the Committee, CLC and
IBI Group members continued to refine the
project requirements. Cost estimates for
plaques were also obtained and CLC/IBI
personnel assisted with construction tender
submissions.

The project was approved on May 31 2012
subject to a Maintenance Agreement and the
land being identified as parkland and in the
City’s inventory prior to any development. In
order to keep them updated on the project,
Marv Neumann, our Canada Lands rep, and I
met with the City of Edmonton Councillor`s
from Wards 2, 3 and 4. As key supporters of
the project, they needed to be kept abreast of
our progress

At the end of September 2012, we briefed the
members of the Griesbach Community League
(GCL) on the project. As the City of Edmonton
required us to have a Maintenance Agreement
in place before approval for the project would
be given, we felt the GCL were the best group
to sign on to this agreement. After all, the
Airborne Social Club and its members likely
won’t be around forever. The GCL agreed to
take on the Maintenance Agreement and one
more important step in the project was
completed.

At about the same time, Veterans Affairs
Canada (VAC) came out with the Community
War Memorial Program (CWMP) which offered
support of up to 50 per cent of any project
cost to any qualifying organization. Obviously,
this sounded like a good program to tap into.
The catch to qualify; you had to be a non-
profit organization. Here, we also addressed
the name change for our project – from
Perron-Berger ; to the Canadian Airborne
Memorial Cairn. The reason for this came as a
result of reviewing the requirements for
funding support under the CWMP, where we
found we were not eligible if we were
constructing a monument honouring an
individual.
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Our Project Committee (PC) staffed a proposal
and met with the Executive of the ABSC in
August to solicit support asking the club to
undersign the project. They agreed and our
application for funding from VAC under the
CWMP was submitted in July 2013 (almost
too late as it was a midnight hour submission)
and approved that October. Subsequently the
CWMP Contribution Agreement was signed in
November and December 2013 by the ABSC
and the Minister of Veterans Affairs. This
completed, it became one of the most
important milestones in the project as it was a
back up guarantee to our own fundraising.

Prior to this period, our own efforts related to
fundraising had been very successful and
were gaining momentum. The ARAC project,
initiated by Joe Drouin on behalf of the ARAC
Executive committee, of developing a special
commemorative coin depicting a design of the
Cairn and honouring all paratroopers since
1942 was a huge success. Added to our joy,
the City of Edmonton donated to the project,
and donations were received from the
Canadian Airborne Forces Association,
Bornewest, the Airborne Social Club
(Edmonton) and a number of local contractors.
Retired paratroopers and widows from across
Canada made individual donations in order to
have their names placed in honour on the
Donor Plaque. In fact, the fundraising became
so successful in the end we had to call a halt
to donations and set a donation end date.

Early in 2013 we knew contracting for the
construction work to build the Cairn had to be
done soon so critical factors could be
completed – like getting the site pilings down
before freeze-up. With the Assistance of CLC
and IBI Group we signed an agreement with
G&M Stonework for a target completion date
to finish the Cairn by August 2014. Now we
were committed and you can see where the
follow up fundraising successes and having
the support by VAC thru the CWMP became
so important.

In June 2013, the 45th Anniversary Reunion
for the formation of the Canadian Airborne

Regiment was held in Edmonton. As a
committee, it became clear to us we needed to
action the dedication of the Perron-Berger
Park; which had never been done, and
conduct a sod turning ceremony for the Cairn
during the period of this Reunion. That plan
was put into motion quickly and with the
support of the ABSC Reunion Committee, an
Honour Guard Commanded by Maj Torry
White from Para Coy of the 3rd Bn PPCLI,
project VIP supporter’s and hundreds of
Reunion attendees, we held a dedication and
sod turning ceremony at the Perron–Berger
Park on Sunday the 9th June 2013. With
Padre Capt Howard Rittenhouse blessing both
the Park and the Cairn site and Maj Gen
(Ret’d) Herb Pitts cutting the ribbon with our
VIP’s and turning the sod for the Cairn site, it
was an absolutely successful event. The
participation of our piper MWO (Ret’d) Colin
Norris, the Flag party and “gold painted”
shovels turned this into a class act.

With the site location in place, the structural
pilings for the cairn were implanted prior to
freeze-up. This was a required step in the
preparation phase, prior to the building and
setting of the cairn structures in place. Off
site preparation of the concrete cores for the
central cairn and the three wing walls began
in the late February/March 2014 period.
Structure foundation work on site began in
April but weather conditions made for slow
completion of this phase. The wing walls and
cairn were set in place that 8th April. For you
early members of the Canadian Airborne
Regiment, coincidently a significant date!

At this time, a combination of wet weather and
construction company clean-up requirements
delayed the project further. Then, the initial
concrete contractor quit because of these
delays which caused a bit of a panic in the
butts. Luckily, we found a new contractor
quickly and they finally began this phase of
the construction in late June.

It was during this work preparation that we
had a real scare. Meeting with CLC reps for a
discussion on the placement of pedestals at
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the entrance to the cairn, we decided to visit
the site and take a firsthand look at what
would be the best positions for these pedestals.
The cribbing for the pouring of the concrete
entrance was down and the workers were
waiting for the concrete truck to arrive. Then
the panic set in! As we viewed the site from
the park pathway we realized the cribbing was
off set and not properly in line with the cairn.
STOP DROP!! Thankfully our concrete man
had a typical `straps on, straps off` airborne
attitude. He delayed the pouring session, reset
the cribbing and aligned the entrance path
true to the cairn. Wow! We don’t know what
would have happened had that concrete been
poured in the original forms that day. You’d
never know now what kind of day that was for
the team, at this point in the project the High
Level Bridge nearly became an option.

The concrete work was completed by 10 July
and the stonework setting was laid down and
in place the following week. Both jobs were
extremely well done and add class in design to
the entranceway up to the cairn itself.
Pedestal placement was done the first week of
August followed by the landscaping to the rear
and sides of the site grounds. Another session
of concern for the team occurred here, as
placement of the new sod meant changing the
format positioning planned for the parade.
With no time to spare, we adjusted
accordingly, we had no choice.

Attachment of the bronze plaques and badges
on the cairn and wing walls was done on the
5th August. The Behrends installers, producers
of the plaques, did a magnificent job of
production and placement of these items and
with this completed the Canadian Airborne
Memorial Cairn became a reality. The site was
then covered and marked off in preparation for
the Unveiling Ceremony on the 10th August.

It is important to explain here again the
rational for targeting the 10th August for our
Unveiling Ceremony. Very early on in the

project, our liaison with the PPCLI 100th

Anniversary Committee centered on various
aspects of cooperative support to the project.
Their Edmonton events were planned for 7 to
10 August 2014, with the final ceremony
taking place very close to our location on
Sunday the 10th. It became obvious that with
the potential number of serving and veteran
paratroopers attending their event, we needed
to dove-tail our unveiling plan with that
ceremony. So regardless of any finishing
requirements to the CAMC, we felt the cairn
project was finished enough to go with this
plan, and we did.

Most of us are familiar with outdoor
ceremonies and the importance that weather
plays in the success of any such event. For
those of us contending with the yearly “you
never know what you are going to get” weather
scenario at the Airborne Monument D-Day
Ceremonies at Siffleur Falls, you’ll know the
angst we felt as we prepared for this day. But
we needn’t have worried, it turned out to be a
beautiful day on the 10th August 2014. And
the attendance for the Unveiling Ceremony far
exceeded our expectations.

As MC for the event, I looked out at all the
attending dignitaries; the active uniformed
personnel; the sea of maroon blazers and
berets and, of course, the many significant
others and a feeling of pride in the reality of
what was about to happen took over. In fact, it
was a bit scary! But then I realized everyone
was here for a purpose and they too were
about to feel the pride in the accomplishments
of this venture. Once the Honour Guard from
B Coy (Para) Commanded by Major James
Thamer had paid their respects to our senior
VIP’s and they were seated, we began.

Actually, I think the best way to cover this
part of the story is to just include the program
highlights.
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PROGRAM OF EVENTS

Master Of Ceremonies: Captain (Retired) Bill Dickson, CD
Guard Commander: Major James Thamer, OC B Coy (Para)

Padre: Lieutenant (N) Felix Roberge
Piper: Master Warrant Officer (Retired) Colin Norris, CD

GUARD FORM UP
Flag Bearers Piquet Wing Walls

Arrival of Lieutenant-Governor and VIPs
Ceremony Introduction and Welcome – MC

Address by: Major-General (Retired) Herb Pitts, MC CD

UNVEILING PARTY
WW II – 1 Canadian Parachute Battalion Veteran: Private (Ret’d) Walt Romanow

1 Canadian Parachute Battalion Widow: Mrs Isobel Allan

Youngest Parachutist, 3rd Battalion
Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry: Private DJR Renaud

Canadian Airborne Regiment Widow: Mrs San Dee Lyons

ATTENDING DIGNITARIES

His Honour, Colonel (Retired),the Honourable
Donald S. Ethell, OC OMM AOE MSC CD LLD

Lieutenant Governor of Alberta

The Right Honourable
Adrienne Clarkson PC CC CMM COM CD

Colonel-in-Chief, Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry

Lieutenant-General (Retired) Ray Crabbe CMM MSC CD
Colonel of the Regiment, Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry

Mr. Duane Baldwin A/Area Director,
Alberta and the Northwest Territories Area, Veterans Affairs Canada

David Eggen: MLA (Edmonton/Calder)

City Of Edmonton Councillors:
Bev Esslinger, Ward 2
Dave Loken, Ward 3
Ed Gibbons, Ward 4

Brad Tilley, President Griesbach Community League

Master Corporal (Retired) Bill Johnston, President Airborne Social Club (Edmonton)
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It was, indeed, a most impressive ceremony
and for all the attendees, one we will always
remember. It was truly a job well done!

In closing this long dissertation on the cairn
project, I’d be remiss if I didn’t give thanks to
my two wingers Bill Johnston and John
Johnston who were part of this project from
the beginning. They were part of the trials and
tribulations as time went on and shared in the
disappointments and successes equally with
me. Moreover, believe me, there were times
when we weren’t sure we’d succeed in this
venture. It was with their help, dedication and
support and our collective airborne
stubbornness that carried us to a successful
completion. Of course there were others
within the Airborne Brotherhood that stood
behind us, and gave us encouragement from
day one…you know who you are and for that
we thank you too.

The Canadian Airborne Memorial Cairn now
stands as a permanent feature in the

Perron-Berger Park. It is dedicated to all
paratroopers and for all paratroopers, past
and present. We should be proud of what it
means for us, and what it means for those
who follow. The challenge therefore passes to
future “men who wear the maroon beret” to
ensure the legacy of this cairn remains alive.

And now, what better way to end than with
the dedication on the plaque to the cairn.

CITATION
CANADIAN AIRBORNE MEMORIAL CAIRN

Unveiled on the 10th August 2014, the
Canadian Airborne Memorial Cairn stands as
a permanent reminder of Griesbach Village’s
important military heritage. From 1957 to
1995, Griesbach was home to several of
Canada’s airborne units: the 2nd Battalion,
Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry,
the Canadian Airborne Regiment, the
Canadian Airborne Centre, and the Canadian
Forces Parachute Maintenance Depot.
Paratroopers are soldiers who can be inserted

into the battlefield from the air. In Canada,
our parachute units were created in 1942
during World War II and began what has
become a proud legacy that continues to the
present day. From the beginning,
paratroopers have demonstrated unique
qualities. And to quote Field Marshall, the
Viscount Montgomery of Alamein:

“What manner of men are these who wear the
maroon beret?

They are, firstly, all volunteers and are
toughened by hard physical training. As a
result they have that infectious optimism and
that offensive eagerness which comes from
physical well being. They have "jumped" from
the air and by so doing have conquered fear.

Their duty lies in the van of the battle; they are
proud of this honour and have never failed in
any task. They have the highest standards in
all things whether it be skill in battle or
smartness in the execution of all peace time
duties. They have shown themselves to be as
tenacious and determined in defence as they
are courageous in the attack. They are, in fact,
men apart every man an Emperor.

Of all the factors, which make for success in
battle the spirit of the warrior is the most
decisive. That spirit will be found in full
measure in the men who wear the maroon
beret.”

Registered as a National Monument, the
Canadian Airborne Memorial Cairn is
dedicated to all of Canada’s fallen
paratroopers who served their country during
peace and war.
To them we say, “Fair Winds and Soft
Landings - AIRBORNE!”

I am proud and honoured to have been a part
of this project.

Capt (Ret’d) Bill Dickson, CD
Project Coordinator
Canadian Airborne Memorial Cairn
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CAIRN PLAQUE AND COMMITTEE

cause of the initiatives, planning and efforts of the cairn committee
ho spearheaded this project, the Airborne Memorial Cairn is now in
ce. Our gratitude of thanks goes to Bill Dickson, Bill Johnston and
hn Johnston, the Memorial Cairn Committee for their dedication in

seeing this project from an initial thought to completion.



AMERICAN CONGRESS AWARDS
FIRST SPECIAL SERVICE FORCE (FSSF) WITH GOLD MEDAL

A ceremony was held February 3, 2015 in Emancipation Hall at the U.S. Capitol Visitor Center, where members
of the First Special Service Force were collectively awarded the Congressional Gold Medal. The medal
recognizes the dedicated service of the elite joint American-Canadian commando unit during World War II.

Activated in July 1942, the Force’s mission was to target military and industrial installations that supported the
German war effort. Deployed to Italy in October 1943, the highly trained group engaged in combat in high
altitudes, rugged terrain, and severe weather. The Force was instrumental in repelling the advance of Nazi
Germany and liberating numerous communities in France and Italy. During 251 days of combat, the group
suffered 2,314 casualties, or 134 percent of its authorized strength, captured thousands of prisoners, earned
five United States campaign stars and eight Canadian battle honors, and never failed a mission.

The award of the Congressional Gold Medal was authorized
under Public Law 113-16, enacted on July 12, 2013.

The obverse design of the medal highlights the mountaineering, silent landings, and waterway training abilities of
the First Special Service Force. The design also incorporates the group’s spearhead patch, representing the unique
partnership between the United States and Canada. An inscription reads “FIRST SPECIAL SERVICE FORCE”. The
reverse was designed by Richard Masters and engraved by Don Everhart.

The reverse features the First Special Service Force’s insignia, with crossed arrows at the bottom and a banner in
the eagle’s beak that reads “USA” and “CANADA”. The inscriptions include their five campaigns, “ACT OF
CONGRESS,” and “2013”. The reverse was designed by Richard Masters and engraved by Don Everhart.

First Special Service Force
veterans Eugene Gutierrez
and Charles Mann, of
Canada, receive the
Congressional Gold Medal
during a ceremony honoring
them and their fellow
members of the First Special
Service Force. Photo by
Jonathan Ernst/Reuters



SIFFLEUR FALLS, D-Day Ceremony is scheduled for June 5th – 7th, 2015.
Ceremony details, once confirmed will be widely made known. As with past
years the David Thompson Resort (DTR) has once again offered to be host
accommodation and event location for this year’s activities. In keeping with the
past the DTR has again offered special event packages for those attending.

ACCOMMODATION RESERVATIONS CAN BE MADE BY CONTACTING

DAVID THOMPSON RESORT
Box 17, Nordegg, Alberta T0M 2H0

Cline River on Highway 11

Toll Free: 1-888-810-2103 / Local Telephone: (403) 721-2103
Fax: 1-866-391-7632 / Local Telephone (403) 721-2267

Email: feedback@davidthompsonresort.com
Info: info@davidthompsonresort.com

Web Link: www.davidthompsonresort.com

PACKAGE #1
1 person/2 nights motel

with meals $349.68(taxes included)

PACKAGE #2
2 people/ 2 nights motel

with meals $ 459.56 (taxes included)

PACKAGE #3
1 person/2 nights campground

with meals $193.04 (taxes included)

PACKAGE 4
2 people/ 2 nights campground

with meals $ 302.92 (taxes included)

All packages offered includes motel or
camping and the meals as well (meet and

greet /2 Breakfasts / 1 lunch /1 BBQ)




