Airborne Social Club
Northtown PO, Box 71034
9308 - 137 Avenue
Edmonton, Alberta T5E 6J8
OCTOBER 2012

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

SECRETARY’S REPORT

Regrettably, we have not been producing a
newsletter on a regular basis. However, in
future we will endeavour to get one out on a
quarterly basis. If you have an item of interest
please feel free to send it along with pictures for
possible inclusion in upcoming issues.

I would remind all this is the time for your dues
renewals, $10 yearly. If you have moved or had
a postal or email address change please let me
know so your club correspondence can be
delivered to the correct address.

Keeping with past practices, during June
members of the Club travelled to Siffleur Falls to
participate in the Annual D-Day Ceremony.
Although 1 CAN PARA ranks seems to be fewer
and fewer each year, nevertheless we, who
have come after them will continue to pay tribute
to those who paved the way for the paratrooper
of today.
As always our summer has come and gone and
with that our Club carried held a fall BBQ and
th
Annual General Meeting on September 10 . A
well attended group of member, spouses and
guests were in attendance. It was good to see
some old faces, sit around the tables as we
enjoyed libations, laughed, and shared some
good old “airborne stories”.

In addition, if you know of any member who has
moved or not receiving the newsletter contact
me at (780) 478-9172 or dr.paris@shaw.ca
HOSPITAL MEMBER
As the club hospital member, I provide on behalf
of the membership notification of known
members who may have been hospitalized or
recouping at home. If you know of anyone who
may not be doing well, please let me know so I
can pass on to the Club and at the same time
provide amenities as appropriate. Contact me at
(780) 457-0646 or ben.murdock@shaw.ca
Ben Murdock, Hospital Member
LAST POST
No notices are included in this edition.

After the BBQ the formal part of the AGM was
held in the upper lounge where we the year in
review was conducted. At the same time, we
reviewed and revised the Bay Laws to bring
them up to date with today. Copies of both of
these documents will be forwarded on before
year’s end.
Our committees are busy in planning stages for
upcoming events such as the annual Christmas
st
Party to be held on December 1 and for
Reunion 2013. A report on both of these events
is contained below. For those who I will not see
before the festive, the best to you and yours for
a joyous Christmas and prosperous 2013.
In closing, I would be remiss without sending
you a personal invite to the 2013 Reunion
th th
scheduled for June 7 -9 2013 here in
Edmonton. Hope to see you all here. Airborne!
Art Brochu, President

REUNION 2013 - “Remember Our Fallen”
The Reunion Committee is deeply into the
planning stages for next year's reunion. As note
above we have chosen the theme, “Remember
Our Fallen”. Registrations are coming in and it is
hoped we a large turn out. As with the previous
reunion, this one will be held in Edmonton at the
Alberta Aviation Museum with a planned parade
on Saturday morning at HMCS NONSUCH.
The planning committee, in consort with the
consensus of the club membership selected this
weekend specifically so it can be held in
conjunction with Siffleur Falls annual D-Day
Memorial Ceremony. Although Siffleur Falls is a
separate event, it is an annual one where many
of our club members attend, as it is a chance for
paratroopers past and present to gather to
commemorate who lead the way for those of us
who wore and wear paratrooper wings.
th
Specifically as next year marks the 69
Anniversary of D-Day, we felt this will allow
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people from out of the area an opportunity to
participate also.

Sunday, June 9th, 2013 – Departure breakfast
followed by farewell until next time activities.

PLANNED ACTIVITY SCHEDULE

ACCOMMODATIONS

Thursday, June 6, 2013

The committee has not undertaken to block
book specific hotels, however has contacted
hotels in the immediate vicinity who has advised
they will offer the government for all registrations
to the reunion. A details listing of hotels and
accommodations will be forthcoming by endNovember 2012.

D-Day ceremony at Siffleur Falls Alberta. The
plan is to travel to Siffleur in the early morning,
participate in the ceremony, have a quickie
meet and greet and travel back to Edmonton.
This would be an excellent trip for those already
in the Alberta area and for those who have
never taken in this ceremony, it is more than
memorable. The reunion committee will be
arranging and funding a bus or buses if required
to go to Siffleur to attend parade. Anyone
wanting this ride should inform us (registrations)
ASAP so we can plan accordingly.

In closing, we want to encourage all you jumpers,
regardless of where and when you served,
whether or not you were in an active parachute
role or simply took a jump course to attend this
worthwhile event that allows us to reconnect
with are old airborne buddies to share a few
jump stories and wonderful memories.

Friday, June 7th, 2013
Registration all day. Military displays open all
day and simultaneously meet and greet. Rubber
wrist bands will be issued at registration and will
be used for entry into events.

You may want to get your registrations in soon
as we are anticipating a huge turn-out and may
run into having to limit attendee’s to comply with
the Fire regulations.
Hope to see you all there, Airborne!

The committee is eagerly trying to secure
commitment for a para drop onto DZ Buxton by
the Skyhawks and/or members of the 3 PPCLI,
Para Battalion.
Friday night music and informal dance.
Meet & Greet – Friday nite meal will be catered
BBQ burgers, dogs, salads, snacks and deserts.
Saturday - June 8th, 2013
Parade, HMCS NONSUCH Parade Ground with
short service and laying of wreath to our fallen
comrades. NONSUCH is in immediate vicinity
of Aviation Museum). This will be followed with a
lunch, more displays and get-togethers.
Saturday evening will feature a dinner/dance
(pig roast – catered).This function we have
decided to go with a popular disco rather than a
live band.
We are attempting to have the PPCLI Drum Line
perform as well.
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Bill Tremain, Reunion Chairperson 2013
SPECIAL NOTE:
PLEASE ENSURE YOUR REGISTATION IS
MADE PAYABLE ONLY TO:
AIRBORNE REUNION
Registration forms may be obtained by
contacting Dave Paris, 780-478-9172
(or) email: jumpers-reunion-2013@shaw.ca
(or) link: http://www.airbornesocialclub.ca

D-DAY CEREMONY 2012
Early indications suggested we might have
th
some unsettled weather on June 6 around the
David Thompson Resort area. For those of us
that have attended this function once or twice in
the past, weather of any kind in this area at this
time of year would be no surprise. So when the
lightning bolt struck during the late news on the

parade. We didn’t use the sound system, it was
water logged. We shortened the ceremony.
Raincoats came off for most of the members, I
mean if the “originals” took off their raincoats
what were we going to do, 1 CAN PARA
Veteran Pte (Ret’d) Bill Talbot took the salute.
LCol (Ret’d) Moffat did his best to keep the
pipes dry and along with Sgt Dave Morgan from
the RCA Band they performed the necessary
tunes to complete the service. MGen (Ret’d)
Herb Pitts gave us some words of
encouragement and after wreaths were laid
Capt (Ret’d) Gord Carter dismissed the parade
and we had a short photo shoot.
This ceremony was a test of the dedicated and
the stalwart, we did the honours, and we kept
the faith. Those that attended know the sacrifice
and will do it again.

night before and took out the TV system any
thoughts of a repeat of last year’s sunny
ceremony for the next day were soon put to rest.
The storm system surged up the foothills from
the Calgary area and we prepared to get wet.
th

To define it, as wet for the parade on the 6 was
an understatement; we got drowned. The
staging area in front of the Airborne Monument
was a quagmire of muck and the low clouds
prevented any vision of Mount Ex Coelis we had
become accustomed to viewing during previous
th
ceremonies. With this being, the 69
th
Anniversary of D-Day and the 70 Anniversary
st
of the formation of the 1 Canadian Parachute
Battalion, rain be damned, we came to honour
these events in ceremony, and that we did.
This year’s formation was not as large as in past
years; four originals from 1 CAN PARA, a
number of airborne veterans from many eras
rd
and an element from the 3 Bn PPCLI’s
Parachute Company formed the parade. Army
Cadets from 2551 RCACC in Edmonton joined
in to make it a four-generation contingent on

Earlier that morning, the climb team from 3
PPCLI, Para Coy departed the DTR to ascend
Normandy Peak. They we accompanied by
members of the Gallant family with our fallen
comrade Al Gallant’s ashes. It turned out to be
a treacherous climb. A couple of family
members exited the climb early. The Patricia
climb team called it quits at the 1600 ft level as
the going became too dangerous and they
returned in time to join the parade. Unknown at
the time, family members had left and taken a
wrong turn on their retreat and got lost, which
was not known by the remainder of us until after
the parade when they failed to show up at the
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DTR. The Patricia’s returned to the area and in
conjunction with a local RCMP training exercise
team set up a Command Post and began
searching for the missing family members. It
took a while!
In the meantime, the reception back at the
Bubble Tent at the DTR wiped away any
discomfort of the previous three hours for most
of the members. As we moved on into the BBQ
that night the usual war, stories prevailed, as did
the renewal of old friendships. It was a
wonderful time, and guess what, during the BBQ
the weather cleared! Snow capped mountains
were visible and the helicopters could fly again.

th

SIFFLEUR FALLS - JUNE 6 , 2013
th

June 2013, we will celebrate the 69
st
Anniversary of D-Day at the 1 Canadian
Parachute Battalion Cairn located at Siffleur
Falls Staging Area; a commitment we have
undertaken now for the past 12 years. As in
past years, the ceremony will be centered
around the David Thompson Resort (DTR) and
will follow the standard format, which will cover
th
th
the June 5 – 7 timeframe. Special this year
will be the capability for those who attend the DDay Ceremony to follow up and join the Airborne
th
th
Reunion in Edmonton, June 7 -9 . Those
arriving from out of town for the reunion,
arrangements are in the making to transport
th
whoever wishes to attend to Siffleur on June 6
for the ceremony. This will provide a wonderful
opportunity for those who have never attended
the D-Day Ceremony at the Airborne Monument
to do so.
Those who are interested in this adventure we
asks you should book early and indicate whether
or not you wish to partake in the ceremony by
caravanning in convoy to Siffleur, or just coming
for the day, this is a great opportunity to extend
this week of Airborne activity into a memorable
occasion.

In the middle of the celebrations, the good news
came to us that the Gallants had been found. It
was a good night.
Notwithstanding the miserable weather, the
th
2012’s 6 June ceremony and gathering at the
DTR was a success. The future and
continuance of these events slowly comes into
question, as we who are left are the ones
committed to carry the torch and continue with
the ceremony. Our numbers diminish yearly.
However, if we do not carry the torch, then who
will?
2013 offers us an opportunity for us to hold one
of the biggest ceremonies to date…hopefully as
an Airborne Brotherhood we will meet that
challenge! Gentlemen, the Mountain awaits our
return!
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Accommodation arrangements at the DTR can
be made by registration with the DTR at 1-888810-2103 or e-mail
info@davidthompsonresort.com
CANADIAN AIRBORNE MEMORIAL CAIRN
VILLAGE AT GRIESBACH - EDMONTON,
ALBERTA
The Canadian Airborne Memorial Cairn is to be
built in the Village at Griesbach at the PerronBerger Park located on the West side of
Pegasus Boulevard across from Patricia Lake
and the “Airborne Plaza”. The Perron-Berger
Park has been named in honour of two
paratroopers of the Canadian Airborne
Regiment who were killed in 1974 during the
Regiment’s tour of Cyprus.
The purpose of the Memorial is to pay tribute to
Canada’s fallen paratroopers. It will also be a
permanent reminder of Griesbach’s proud

military heritage. Griesbach was home to
nd
several of airborne units: the 2 Battalion,
Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry, the
Canadian Airborne Regiment, the Canadian
Airborne Centre, and the Canadian Forces
Parachute Maintenance Depot.
The planned design of the Memorial includes a
2.6 metre tall Cairn in the centre of a circular,
concrete and grassed area 10.9 metres in
diameter. The Cairn will be constructed of
tyndall stone with a metal plaque of the
Canadian Parachute Corps placed on its front.
There will be three, 0.9 metre high, sloped,
masonry walls radiating from the Cairn,
positioned to resemble a propeller if viewed from
above. A metal relief airborne Pegasus will be
mounted on each of the two forward-facing walls
and metal plaques of airborne units will be fixed
to limestone boulders positioned around the
grassed area at the rear of the site.
Current estimated cost of the Memorial is
$65,000 with construction scheduled to
commence in the late summer of 2013. A
detailed plan for the Cairn is attached.
Dedication of the Perron-Berger Park and sod
turning for the Memorial is scheduled to take
place during the Airborne Reunion in Edmonton,
th th
June 7 -9 2013. A dedication ceremony for the
Memorial will be held in June 2014.
Accordingly, the Canadian Airborne Memorial
Cairn Project Committee is seeking your
financial support and a donation will be greatly
appreciated. All donations will be recognized on
a Donor Honour Roll to be distributed at the
Memorial dedication ceremony. In addition, all
major donors, those contributing $2,500 or more
– will have their name placed on one of the walls
of the Memorial.
Donations may be made at any Scotia Bank,
payable to:
Canadian Airborne Memorial
Cairn Project Scotiabank Account #40469 00501
13 or by mail to:
Canadian Airborne Memorial Cairn Project
PO Box 414
St. Albert, Alberta T8N 7A2
Further information or queries may on the
Memorial may be directed to:

B.H. (John) Johnston, Canadian Airborne
Memorial Cairn Project Committee
phone: 780-489-4270
email: brianhj38@gmail.com
PARATROOPERS DOCUMENTARY AND
BATTLE SCARS UPDATE SITREP
Hello and thank you for the opportunity to send
greetings on behalf of myself, Dixon Christie and
Bill Dickson. Over the past 4 years together, our
production team has interviewed over 300 men
and women and travelled across Canada to do
so in the production of Paratroopers – The
Canadian Story. The eight part movie series will
chronicle Canada’s military history over the past
seven decades as experienced by our paraqualified veterans and soldiers.
As we have said goodbye to a number of friends
that have passed away since we began our
work, we feel stronger than ever in our
conviction to complete the movie series.
Last year while Shaw Television committed to
airing the movie series and at the same time
also committed to airing our new TV series
called Battle Scars. Battle Scars was inspired
by the veterans and soldiers we interviewed and
the stories are about them and the experiences
that the people we have met have had. Battle
Scars allowed us to produce features to provide
awareness about people, subjects and places
that we could not include in the Paratroopers
movie series. In Chilliwack for example, we
produced a general segment on the Canadian
Military Education Centre as well as three more
on the vehicles.
For the Battle Scars TV Series, we produced
essential memorials on soldiers like Roger St
John, Mike Starker, Bruce Edey, Phil Anley and
Herb Norris. As well, we have produced five
segments on the latest activities of the PPCLI
and the life saving lessons we learned in
Afghanistan from the new and improved
tourniquet. In fact, through Battle Scars, we
produced SEVENTY different segments
Shaw TV has been broadcasting our now
completed Season One of Battle Scars series in
th
Edmonton and on the 10 of September began
broadcasting the series across Alberta as we
continue to expand our audience. In Edmonton,
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they will be playing the 14 part series 10 times
per week.
While the public response has been good,
unfortunately, Shaw TV does not pay us for this
series. They do NOT pay us anything. We have
been raising funds for both productions through
sponsorships, advertisers and our own funds.
This unfortunately has forced us to push back
the release of the Paratroopers documentary
series until Remembrance Day 2013 when if all
goes to plan, the series will be broadcast
nationally.
The past year we have however confirmed the
participation of Don Cherry who has an
audience of up to 10 million Canadians per day
on CBC. He called us to voice his continued
support and reaffirm his participation in out
projects. So, while the TV Series Battle Scars
Season One continues to expand our audience,
we are producing Season Two and at the same
time, completing our extensive Paratroopers
documentary series.
As always, you can follow my blog at
www.Paratroopers.ca. I thank you for this
opportunity to update you and look forward to
seeing you all soon. Dixon Christie, Writer /
Director / Producer
WINTER EXERCISE 1959,BY ROY
ANDERSEN
Recently Ben Murdock received an email from
Roy with photos of from the Winter Exercise of
1959 asking if we could include in the
newsletter. Here is an edited version of the
email:
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Hi Ben, thought you might enjoy the image
“Winter Airborne Exercise Long Lake AB,
January 1959. At the time, I had a small 35mm
Leica Camera and was just learning to take
photos. I later took courses in photography.
Here are a few photos from out winter exercise
of 1959 and fellow jumper which I no longer can
identify, 2 PPCLI Airborne A Coy. We qualified
Rivers in the fall of 1957, Serial 320.
I was wondering if the association would publish
a few in the forthcoming newsletter. I have a
few more and would be interesting to see if you
get a response from publishing the images in the
newsletter.
Thanks again, looking forward to your response,
Roy Andersen, Airborne
http://www.royandersenphotography.com

PETE SPENCER AWARD RECEIPENT 2012
The Pete Spencer award is presented annually to a member of the club in recognition of their fforts in
supporting the club. This year’s recipient of the award was Ben Murdock, in recognition of his dedication
and outstanding support to the Airborne Brotherhood, not just
during this past year but also for the contribution Ben has put into the Club and brotherhood over the
years. A heartfelt thanks Ben from all of us, Airborne!

NEWSLETTER PUBLICATION
The Club welcomes airborne stories and original contributions to our newsletter, particularly articles
accompanied by photographs or artwork. Articles may be submitted to me at dr.paris@shaw.ca or
postal to the Club Secretary. Please ensure that you title it “Newsletter”. Published for and/with your
cooperation and support, Dave Paris.
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The Airborne Regiment Association of Canada
ARAC
l’Association du Régiment Aéroporté du Canada

Fellow Jumpers,
I am writing to ask all members of ARAC and Paratroopers to once again answer the “riggers call” in support of the planned project for the
Canadian Airborne Memorial Cairn, Edmonton, Alberta. In 2006, the Airborne Plaza and street names were dedicated in a special ceremony.
This park was named after Perron and Berger. Many of you know, that Perron and Berger were two 1 Commando troopers who died during the
1974 Cyprus Conflict and were the only members of the Airborne Regiment who were killed in action but the Memorial Cairn will also represent
all Canadian Airborne paratroopers who have fallen over the years throughout the world.
This Canadian Airborne Memorial Cairn will be the first of its kind that will not be on a Canadian military base but rather will be located in the
former Griesbach Barracks where the Airborne Regiment was raised and where many soldiers served. The City of Edmonton and the Canada
Lands Company are supporting the Canadian Airborne Memorial Cairn that is planned to be unveiled in June 2013. Bill Dickson and his
“pathfinders” are in the lead to raise donations for the $45,000 dollars required to build this long overdue memorial.
Enclosed with this letter are the details of how you can support this Canadian Airborne Memorial Cairn. A special coin representing the
Memorial Cairn will be sent for each $25.00 donated to the Airborne Regiment Association of Canada (ARAC). ARAC is donating the coin so
that the entire $25.00 will go towards the fundraising.
Further details involving the unveiling of the Canadian Airborne Memorial Cairn will be provided as we get closer to the event. It is therefore very
important to include e-mail addresses if you have one. There is no doubt that this will be a national event that will have a significant presence for
currently serving, as well as retired military members.
Your swift support will ensure that we will have a Canadian Airborne Memorial Cairn which the Canadian public and all Canadian paratroopers
can be proud of.
======================================================
Confrères paras
J’écris pour demander aux membres de l’ARAC et tous les parachutistes, de répondre à l’appel du « maître de saut » et de soutenir le projet du
Mémorial canadien aéroporté, à Edmonton, Alberta. En 2006, le « Airborne Plaza » (Place de l’Aéroporté) et les rues avoisinantes ont été
inaugurées lors d’une cérémonie spéciale. Le parc a été surnommé « Perron et Berger ». Plusieurs d’entre-vous se souviennent que Perron et
er
Berger étaient des paras du 1 Commando qui ont perdu la vie en 1974 lors de la rébellion cypriote. Quoique ce furent les seuls membres du
Régiment aéroporté à donner leur vie en servant sous les drapeaux, le Mémorial sert à honorer tous les parachutistes canadiens qui sont morts
au cours des ans, à l’échelle mondiale.
Le Mémorial canadien de l’Aéroporté sera le premier du genre à être installé ailleurs que sur une base militaire canadienne. Il se trouvera sur le
lieu des anciens quartiers de Griesbach où le Régiment aéroporté a été conçu et où ces soldats ont servi. La ville d’Edmonton et la Société
immobilière du Canada soutiennent le projet prévu d’un cairn qui sera dévoilé officiellement en juin 2013. M. Bill Dikson et ses « pathfinders »
(éclaireurs) sont les initiateurs d’une levée de fonds de plus de $45,000 requis pour construire ce mémorial attendu depuis si longtemps.
Ci-joint, vous trouverez les informations comment apporter votre soutien au projet du Cairn mémorial de l’Aéroporté. Un médaillon de type
« challenge coin » sera frappé pour chaque don de $25 reçu par l’Association du Régiment aéroporté du Canada (ARAC). L’ARAC remet la
pièce frappée gratuitement pour assurer que les $25 aillent à la levée de fond en totalité.
Au cours des prochains mois, nous vous informerons sur les détails du dévoilement du Mémorial canadien de l’Aéroporté par courriel. Il est
donc d’une importance capitale de fournir votre adresse courriel, si vous en avez une. Cet événement aura un impact national et il ne fait aucun
doute qu’un grand nombre de militaires actifs et de vétérans seront attendus en grand nombre lors de cet événement de marque.
Votre réponse rapide en soutien à ce projet assurera que le Cairn du Mémorial canadien de l’Aéroporté sera un point de fierté pour l’ensemble
des parachutistes et du grand public canadien.

Donald Hind
President of ARAC / Président de l’ARAC

Canadian Airborne Memorial Cairn - Fund Raising
Levée de fonds pour le monument aéroporté canadien

Airborne Regiment Association of Canada (ARAC)
Association du Régiment aéroporté du Canada (ARAC)

3 - 36 de VARENNES, GATINEAU, QC J8T 0B6
effective 1 Oct 2012 / prend effet le 1 oct 2012
Please allow 1-2 weeks for delivery
Veuillez allouer de 1 à 2 semaines pour la livraison.

Tel/Télé: (819) 568-6669, Fax/Télécopieur: (819) 568-1074
Web: www.airborneassociation.com
E-mail/Courriel: airbornekitshop@sympatico.ca

ARAC is pleased to offer a special commemorative coin to
support the fundraising for the creation of the Canadian Airborne
Memorial cairn in the Perron/Berger Park in Edmonton, Alberta.
The coin features the image of the new monument on the front
of the coin with the symbols of Pegasus and the Canadian
Parachute Corps Crest. The Canadian Parawings are featured
on the back of the coin. The coin is plated antique brass and is
42 mm in diameter with a thickness of 3 mm. It comes with a
protective clear pouch and a descriptive card of authenticity.
The coins have been donated by ARAC so that 100% of your
donation will go towards the fundraising project.
L’ARAC est heureuse de vous offrir cette pièce commémorative
tout spécialement frappée afin de soutenir la levée de fonds pour
la création du monument aéroporté canadien dans la parc
Perron/Berger à Edmonton en Alberta. Le recto de la pièce vous
montre le nouveau monument ainsi que Pégase et l’insigne des
Troupes aéroportées canadiennes. Au verso vous avez les ailes
du Para canadien. La pièce est de couleur cuivrée, d’un
diamètre de 42 mm et d’une épaisseur de 3 mm. Elle est
insérée dans un étui protecteur transparent qui contient aussi
une petite carte explicative d'authenticité. La pièce est un don
de l’ARAC permettant ainsi à 100% de votre contribution d'aller
directement à cette levée de fonds.
Name/Nom:

Address/adresse:

Tel/télé:

City/Ville:

Fax/téléc:

Prov.__________
Postal code/code postal: ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

E-mail/courriel:

# of coins x $25.00 / # des pièces x 25,00 $
You will receive a coin for each donation of $25.00.

Qty/Qté: ______

Post & tax - Ontario

$9.15

Post & tax - Quebec

$9.31

Post & tax - NB & NL

$15.59

Post & tax - AB, PE, MB, SK, NU, YU, NT

$14.49

Tax will be charged on shipping costs only.

Post & tax - NS

$15.87

Les taxes seront appliquées sur les frais d'expédition
seulement.

Post & tax - BC

$15.46

Vous recevrez une pièce de monnaie pour chaque don de
25,00 $.
Shipping costs listed for quantity of 1 to 10 coins
Les frais d'expédition indiqués sont pour une quantité de 1
à 10 pièces

Total / Total
_____ Mandat-poste (payable à Les Entreprises Joe Drouin) / Money Order (payable to Joe Drouin Enterprises)
_____VISA_____MasterCard___ ___ ___ ___-___ ___ ___ ___-___ ___ ___ ___-___ ___ ___ ___ Date d'exp. :___/___
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TAILGUNNER MILITARIA
Bill Dickson
PO BOX 414
St Albert, Alberta T8N 7A2
Tel: (780) 459-0947
Email: abn339@shaw.ca
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